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| Penitent Confrision © 


Ved OF A (ages 


"LERGY- MAN, G 


[ritten late he was under Trouble of Mind for his 
7 former vicious courſe of Life. 


Which may ſerveas a Warning to all 


'L EW D SCHOLERS». 


* cially aft : fuch as-intend to take upon them the” Sacr ed 
._- Office of the Miniſtry, 


nh is added Preface. Written. by a Reverend: Divine of the 


= 


#.Church © ngland, concerning, Scandalous Miniſters. 


d alfotthe C.py , 4+ Letter written by 4 Eountiy*Gentleman under Horrour. ES 
E=e ot of Con - Fe - . 


: | And now Reprinted. : | 
| pe he Ja ofthe earsh ; 3 if the ſalt ak loſt its Savin wherewin þ ſhal i it be ſeaſoned. 
203 5 Matthew 5. 13. 


] tnifter out to be adorned w ith all Graces, and to'give rample of a Good Life 
0 others. His Converſation ſhould not be according the Ordinary and Common 
tourſe of. Men 3 but like to the Angels in Heaven, .or to Vetierh men- upon Earths 
Ah P. 4: &e.ſ- $2. 


5 = ery Q —_— -” 
J Sheik 


s, Fringed for 4, Baldwin, near ir the Oxford: Arms-Iom in Th wick. | 
Bo Lane. 1699, 


A -* 4x8 ” 2*4 4 
Bf a! Bt: Fil bg 457 fo 


a 


IF 


<7 0p 
WE. Ts WE Cz. 
A . LA ” PF & ; AE o 
ISOs. © b ry 


To the Bookſeller. 


SIR, 
Underſtand you are about Publiſhing The Penitent Confeſſion 
of a Clergy-Mau, which is long ſince out of Print t If the Im- 
preſſion is not too far gone, I deſire you to Annex this Letter 
a. 0 't, as being of the ſame Nature. and Deſign therewith. 1 
' Feve it may be of ſome Uſe and. Service to the preſent Age, who 
nds in need of all Helps and Warnings of this kind; . and. ma 
Bibly beget ſome ſerious Thoughts, and Refiefions in the Readers, by 


ife, which occaſions ſo much Sorrow and Bitterneſs in the end 3, and 
confirmed to us by dayly experience, and Innumerable Inſtances 
this kind, | wy EP | 
As for the Perſon that writ this Letter, 7 think fie to acquaint 
1, that be was bred a Scholler,' and had a Religions Education ; 


, he firſt neglefted his Studies, and then ſoon after grew. Looſe in 
s Morals ; and ſo continued for ſome years, till God by afflitting 
n with Sickneſs ' ( the Effetts: of his Debauchery )) awakened his 
Byſcience, and brought bjm to a deep ſenſe of his Guilt, and: abbor- 
we of bis former ut courſe of Life, whereupon after his Recovery, 
| pleaſed God, that of n Lewd, Extravagant young-man,, he proved 
 ſÞcry. Sober perſon, andliv'd cver after with a chearful ſenſe of God aud 
igzon on his mind, | | 
More than than ,this, 1 have no Commiſſion to ſay, but ſhall - only 
d, for the worlds ſatisfattion and yours, that the Letter was certain- 
writ zpon the forementioned occaſion, for 1 knew the Gentleman, and 
Circumſtances at that time. 
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ering them from the. further Proſecution of a vicious courſe of 


| wy ent to the Vriverſa, ls lens aa es: - 


A Copy of a Letter written ſeveral years ago b 
a Gentleman in the Country, to ,E@X. ' 


Dear Sir, 


F OW it ſhall pleaſe God to deal with me, I know 
not; I earneſtly beg of him ſach a meaſure off 
Faith and Patience as may enable me to bear whati 
ever he ſhall be pleaſed to lay upon me, and: tha 

I may reſign vp my ſelf to be diſpoſed off by him 
as he in his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhall think moſt mee 


and convenient : and in the mean time, may improve every 
cumfſtance of my weak and afflicted condition to higher d 
grees of Piety and Religion. | , 

The thoughts .of Death, I am ſure, are very terrible, conſfiderinÞ® 
the ſtridneſs of that account which wil follow thereupon ;. if Gol 
ovie be extream to mark what we have done amiſs, alas wha caif"< 
abide * | | _ 

The fins and follies which I have been formerly Guilty of, anc 
which I fear I have not ſo heartily Repented of. as I ought, do al 
ſtareme in the face, as if newly committed, and filf'me with un 
exprefiible' Horror and Amaſement in the remembrance thereof 
It makes me tremble to think that not only our words and ation 
ſhall be accounted for -at the laſt day, but likewife the inward 
thorghts and ſecret purpoſes of our Souls ; all which fhall be Jaid 
open in in the preſence of the whole World, and made as public 
as the Sun at noon-day. 

O what a mighty maſs of Guilt will all this amount to, when 
caſt up into a ſum and preſented to our view at once. Wha 
ſhame and confſuiion of face, what aſtoniſhment and miſgiving 0 
heart muſt this needs beget in a poor Guilty Soul, that ſhall ſtan 
Naked and Frembling at the Bar of God, and before the Tribu": 

11a 


ety eas > 


Under Horrot of C onſcience; . 
of the Worldsi great Judge, waiting for her Unchangeable 
d Irreverſibbe DOOM, to infinite and endleſs Apes. * 

# And. if the very thoughts "thereof. be ſo- dreadful and amaſing 
w, O my God what will it then: be, -when all theſe -things'fhaNi 
pme to paſs, and we fhall find the truth and terror thereof to ſur- 
aſs whatever we can now imagine or'conceive, - 

Alas ! who ſhall live. when God doth this? that God that is of 
urer eyes then to behold Iniquity ; for if he chargeth his Angels 
ith folly, and. the Heavens .are:not' clean in his fight, where then 
all the Ungodly and Sinners appear. .' How ſhall 1 'be able::to 
1d up. my head or look the: Judge in the Face, who.am one of 
eworſt of Men, the vileſt-and chiefeſt of 'Sinners. 

Nothing bur Infinite Grace, 3 ranſcendant Mercy, ard Supera- 

ndant Goodneſs, through the prevalling Merit and Interceſſion 

[WW 2 moſt tender and compaſſionate Redeemer, can give any to- 

able Hopes to ſuch a; vile wretchas 1 am, and-fupport me'un- 

r thoſe aſtonifhing fears and apprehenſions which rack my -mind 

ond 3ll poſſibility of expreſſion, on.the account of my former 
icked Lite, which returns freſh upon me, in a very black and me- 

;ch-ly. proſpe&t. h 

O the inſupportable : Torment :and Agony of a troubled mind: 

| wounded ſpirit, when ſin lies heavy :at Heart; and (clogs the 

nfcience, and God at the ſame time writes bitter things againſt 

, and makes us to poſſeſs our former Iniquities. Believe me, 

: M5 a Very hard and difficult thing to bear up under ſuch a mighty 

> Might and oppreſſion of Guilt, I am ſure | find it ſo, and there- 

e can truly ſay with the P/a/mi/t, dy fleſh rrembles for fear of thee, 

{'I.am afraid of thy Judgment, and. again, fearfulineſs and trem= 

ing are come «por me, and an horrible dread hath overwhelmed me. 

| wiſh therefore that others would take warning by my Ex- 

ple. Tho” rhe Sinners in Sion are not afraid, yet God has ma- 
ways to humble and lay them low, to pull down the Pride 

& Confidence -of the moſt daring and preſumptuous Offender. 

ſecure as now-/he thinks: himſelf to be ; for it nothing ele: ſhoutd- 

| out in the mean time, . yet God by letting looſe his Conſcience 
able to diſtrat him with his terrors, and diſtreſs him with 
ks own fears, and thereby make him an horror and aſtoniſhment: 

) hion (elf, | 

This-is my own Caſe now, who when time was, have- been, as 

offarleſs and confident as thoſe among them that are moſt fo, for 

nd@$1:cb 2y Heart 15 ow ſore pain*d and diſquieted with.z me, ' and the tc; - 
us of the Almighty ſct themſelves in array againſt me. 
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But 


0 ; 


: "A: Letter by Country Gentleman 
- *But by the Grace of God, I am what I am, hitherts God hs 
ſpared me, as much beyond my expeCtation as deſert, | $ 

. Tho', he hath chaſtened'me ſore, he hath not yet aclivered 'me over 
ro death, 'yet he allows me ſpace and time to repent in, where 
1. do abhor my ſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes, and earneſtly 
plore his Mercy in the forgiveneſs of my Sins, which are n 4 
ny and great, more in number than the hairs of my head, -<: þ 
fore my heart faileth me. 4 
But however I will Repent and Hope, I will Pray and Hoy k 
Fr will Sonfeſs my Witkedneſs and be forty for my Sins : 1 will 
ment and bewail my Guilt ia the bitterneſs 'of my Soul, but} 
T will notcaſt away my Hope. In this 1 will be confident, t 
my Guilt, as great as'it is, cannot exceed the Divine Goodne 
nor my Sins out-number the multitudes of Gods Mercies, whi 
are his works all over. | | 
And if it ſhall pleaſe God to ſuffer me to' go Weeping at 
Mourning to my Grave, though the ſorrows of Death ſhould co 
paſs me round. about, and the pains of Hell get hbld upon me 

"though I ſhould find nothing but trouble and heavineis, whi 
I live, yet I will call upon the name of the Lord, I will: pray tt 

"my Faith may never fail, and that: I may not caſt away 'n 
'Faith and Confidence in him, but ſay with Holy' Fob, Thou 

* thou killeſk me, yet will I truſt in thee : | will acknowledge Godt 
be Juſt and Righteous in all his dealings with the Children ( 
Men, and towards my ſelf in particular, and confeſs with th 
Prophet, Rjghreo!s art thou, O Lord, and juſt are thy Judgment 
1 have ſinned, 1 have done wickedly ; therefore' to me'belongerh (hai 
end" confuſron of Fate for ever , but unto the . Lerd' our God. belont 
Mercies and Forgiveneſs, though I have Rebelled againſt him, 

Sir, *Tis a great fatisfaftion, .that I can impart my mind 
ſo good a- Friend, ſo Prudent and Religious a Guide as your ſe 
but. much more to breath out my ſorrows and complaints int 
the Boſom of God himſelf, . who'is Pitiful andi Compaſſionate tc 
wards his afflicted -Creatures;' and doth' not willingly” grieve th 

"Children of Men, and whem''he doth fo, *ris for their profit tha 
they 'may be partrkers of his Holineſs. | 

Welcome then and tor ever : Bleſſed be that affliftion, whicl 
through the goodnels and forbezrance of God leads us to Reps 
tance, and works the peaceabje Fruits of Righteouſneſs ro the 
that are exerciſed thereby. This I make the ſubjet of my 

daily Prayers, and Ged: in *mercy grant, - that the Fruit of a 
my ſuffering may. be the taking away of all my Sins, and the 
inſtead of murmuring and repining thereat, I ſhall rank then 

among 


Under Horror of Conſcience. 


"Sig: the nutabers of my greateſt Bleſſings for. which I will: 


ſe the Lord as long as I live, yea, I will ſing praiſes to my God 
'Þ 1 have any Being. 


70%r bleſſed. is the Man whom -.thon chaſtneſt and teacheſt out. 


y Law.. For before I was Affitted 1 went aſtray ;, but now 1 will 
Wtby Law z, wherefore dephre from me ye workers of iniquity, 1 will 
the Commandments of my God ;, yea, 1 have ſworn and am ſtedfaſt- 

v prpoſed to keep thy Righteous Fudgments, 


THE 


REF ACHE 


TO THE 


\EADER: 


& Here bath been a great Outcry of Scandal upon the Mini- 
ſters of our Church ;, but whether there be more of Truth 
in the Accuſation , or want of Charity in the Accuſers, I 
ſhall not here determine. But granting the Charge to be 

, who can expe, that among ſuch a great Body of men, as our Cler- 

rake up, all of them ſhould be Faaleleſ? and without exception ,, eſpe- 

ly when we conſider, that in our Church, as in all other National 
robes, many crowd into her Communion, and put themſelves into 
ers our of different Ends and Deſigns, which are not alike war- 
able: For ſome do it meerly to get a Lively:00d thereby, which poſſibly 


) cannot get ſo eaſily any other way ;, Others again look upon it, as - 


next and ready way to Preferment, that being the thing which 
y chiefly aim at * and then no wonder, if ſuch men are none of the 
Feſt in their Morals, and ſtudy rather to live upon their Flock, than 
me Examples te them. 

But notwithſtanding this, I hope the Number of the Scandalous 3s 
ſo great as the Noiſe hath been : They would indeed be too many, 
e they much fewer; for they that are Lights in the Church, and ſct 


for the Dirc&t:0n and guidance of others, ought not to ſtray out of 


way themſelves, nor miſlead People by their ill examples and irre- 
lar Prattices , and whoever doth fo is not tobe excuſed : let Baal 
d for himſelf, for my part I cannot do it. 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


But however it be, if men would but treat the Clergy with the ſa 
Candour and Tnoenuity, as they do thoſe of other Profeſſions, and m{-Se 
the ſanic Allowances for the one, as for the other, they would not Blahhnts 
a tr hole Scciety of Men for the Miſcarriages of a Few \, but muſt achnt ſs « 
ledge, that the Honour which redounds ro the Church from the Jolf bi. 
/cnrn.ng and Fxemplary Piety of many aniong them, that are ' Emittretc 
fr loh, is ſuſficiem to out-ballance. that Scandal which may bee | 
c :fron:d by ſome other of the meaner ſome. be. 

te live in a Capricions and cenſuring Age, and therefore ſome, Miher. 
haps, gy take exception ag the Retpriating this Narative, thin Ti 
tbe Clergy may fifer by: it,, or freſh occaſion given to revive ut 
nbove menticned Clamour of Scandal and Profaneneſs, from the exa ltr 
ple of this Author, who was one of that number. But I rather judy, 
rhe quite contrary © for though bis great Lemaneſs and Immorality gafy;, 
-uſt matter of Scandal and Offence ;, yet his uncommon and extra! 
dinary Repertarices together with. the manner of declaring of it (w 
was as Publick as bis Crimes could poſſibly be) did in a great meaſi 
-c3:0ve that ſtone of ſtumbling, and Rock of Offence ; for her, 
God was. glorified, Religion acquitted, the Miniſterial Office vindicati 
ard taft iy,  Satisfattion given to" the Church for the Scandal he hl 
formerly brought upon her, 0 

1 am therefore jo far from blaming him for being ſo plain. and. open 
lis Confefſion, as likely fome may do, that 1 could wiſh, where afiyj 
Ctrrch-man ſhall be ſo forgerful of his Charatter as to givet 
like Canſe of Scandal in any kind, he would be as forward to take 
ef, by as ſolerim a Confeſſion and Repentance, as this our Penitdf 
iath doe, to God's Glory, tho to hjs own ſhame : for "ris fitting 
frould rake open ſhame to themſelves, who ſhall openly ao thoſe things 1h 
ere voti £bameand Blame worthy. | 

# conld inſtance iu two of our Clergy, whom the Churches Author, 
hath celiced 9 do this, and of Another, that was Diginified, mn 
Aid it voluntarily and of his own accord, in a very Publick Congreg 
tton. . So that the thing 1s not ſo ſtrange and unuſual as ſome now nm 
sbtnk it world be. | 

The Diſcipline of the Antient Church enjuyned ftrift Penance in 
eaſcs of this nature © and if this Diſcipline were again reſtor'd (. 
the Church her ſelf doth wiſh, in the Office of Commination, the wa 
whereof 7s the chief defett, that can be laid to her charge ) it mig 
keep mary of her Members in aw, and prevent a great acal of Seandi 
among all fcrts of Perſons. 

Till then I think, every Devont Penitent ſhould ſupply this defett 
kimfelf in private, by a ſevere and laborious Repentance, and mak 
it the n.ore Pungent and Aﬀitting, by Faſtings and Prayers, by af 

0 


held. |  . The Preface to the Readey, 
_ Self-denyal and Mortification, even ſometimes to Corpoal Puniſh- 
f Bly 


nts and Auſterities, ( if his bealth will permit. it, . or. ths. unruli- 
&/; of his Luſts and Paſſions ſhall-need. it ) by humble Proſftrations 
his Body before God, judging and condemning himſelf for his own 
etched Vileneſs, and great CUnmorthineſs, and begging Pardon for 
e ſame inthe moſt humble, contrite, and ſelf-debaſing manner ; ad- 
ing to. all the former, a' Liberal: charity, and Hearty » forgiving of 
's Mihcrs. | | * Y ; v hd 

Dil This 1 Judge neceſſary or convenient at leaſt to be done, by all 
ve ut have highty provot God through the commiſſion of any great or 
6XABicinous Crimes, or who bave been long eſtranged from him, through # 
 JRend and Vittons courſe of Life 4, thereby to.give proof, of a more that 
) $4Fdinary Sorrow and Caompunttion for their. Sins, 'as alſo z -20. keop 
Tralkemſelves #t aw, and become more fearfull of offending for "the: future, 
w ſuch a holy. kind of Indignation and Revinge raken upon then- 
eaſes. $ GE Pn : 

herÞ Bur for the . more prudent - management hereof, they would do well to 
CatSuke nſe of a Spiritual Guide, ( whom "they" can truſt ) - and: deſire 
e bil, Advice and Direttion in the thing. IT dare ſay, they would find 


2b 
h £ 
mitt 


 be( 


ore eaſie and comfort in ſo doing, than by keeping their Trouble - 


Pe themſelves, and ſuffering the Fire to burn iaward, and Prey upon 
© deir Spirits, for want of giving air and vent therenato. | 
ve And this they may ſafely enorigh do without fear of ſhame or danger 
ew diſcovery * for the plain truth is, the confeſſing of Sin in order to 
"St: forſaking it, is vor ſo much matter of Shame and Reproath, as the 
mmitting of it © and then in point of ſterecy the imiſters of our 
 Ifhurch have all the obligations to privacy, 'as the' Prieſts of the Church 
| & Rome, though they do not make ſuch a noiſe about it 5} aud mhat 
0/S: receive ſub peillo confeſlionis, 7s as ſafely locked up 12 our Breaſts, 
VS; in theirs. 
Y 7 world tot be thought one, that takes delight to expoſe the nakedatfs 
" my Brethren ; for 1 my ſelf ftand in need of the Mantle \of  Chd- 
to be thrown over many failings of my own; but my chief ain 
Wd deſign herein 4s to put, firſt, wy ſelf, and then my Brethren in 
ind of our Duty, and to conſider ſeriouſly, how much rhe Honour of 
2d, Intcreſt of Keligion, and welfare of Souls, depenas' upon the good 
Wives of their Teachers ;, ſeeing moſt: People are taught. by Example, 
| han by. Doetrine or TFrecept. 5 | TED 
_ _ tg are negligent As .- their own Morals have yet 4a watchfhl 
e 1pon Ours, and apt to take notice of the leaſt flaw that may appear. i 
Converſation. And though. after all our care and circumſpettion, "tis 
gf poſſible wholly 10 avoid. Genjure and Reproach z yer we onght to give as 
Mitte occaſion for it, as may be + for Mori we give the occaſion, m_ 
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A Charafter of a Prieſt, &C. 
will not be wanting thoſe that will be ready to take it, n purpoſe to opef1 
lzmniate both cur Churth-and Profeſſion, neither'sf which" can be djfirs 
without involving Religion \ir-ſclf-'in the charge. en 

1 wiſh then, we might all take "warning -by the example of this unhgpoce 
pr Ferſon, who ſadly bewailed not only the Fnſt Tudgment of God, wii 
vzertook him at laſt for his Debauch*d and Wigked- Life ; but lament 
tGkewiſe that foul diſhonaur thereby done to Religion, and the great ad 
ger occaſioncd ro the Souls of » Mem,' whereby he rnn an infinite hazard 
kis onn; and this he was deeply ſenfible of * I wiſh more were ſo. 

+ ſhatl conclude this addreſs to ' my- Brethren, with the advice and 
the words of the Apoſtle, Beſzeching them in the name of our Lord Je 
Chriſt, to. ſtudy toſbew themſelves Approved unto God, Workmen tt 
need not-to be aſham'd,rightly dividing the word of Truth, 2Tim 
15. But he ye Examples to the Believers In Word, in Converſation; 
in Charity, in Faith, in Purity; r Tim. 4.12. Inall things ſhe 
wing themſelves. Patterns of. good works, Tir. 2. 7.. Giving 
offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed, 2 Cor. 6, is 
which ts the hearty Wiſh and Prayer of him who is. one of the meaneſt aſpar 
moſt unworthy among his:Brethren. | h | if 
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The Character of a Prieſt or Miniſter taken. © 
of Thomas a Kempis, according to Dr. Stanhop 
verfion. Cul HR” | | 


£ "Qnſider. whoſe Servant thou art, and what a glorious Charatter thi 

2 Haff received, by Impoſition of the Biſhops handt. For thou” 
ordained a Prieſt for Noble and Religious purpoſes, the Excellence of t 
Offce conſiſts in giuing thy Maſter's Family their portion of meat in 
manaer and feof : Be faithful therefore in the Execution of this weigh 
ry rxuſt 5 proceed in it with a fervent, and exemplaxy Devotion, and lit 
be. thy furſt care.to offer, up thy ſelf an unreproveable Sacrifice to God, I 
not imagine any Priviledge to conſiſt in an Exemption from the Dutii 
Incumbent 01. common Chriſtians. Alas \' Thy burden is not leſs but grea 
ter, thy Temptations more. and fiercer, thy Danger more imminent, 
veing. thus T—_ For-it will be expetted, that the Santtity of t 
Samers, the ſeverity of thy Virtne, the Conqueſt of thy Paſſions, 1| 

| | | | P 
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A Charafter of a Prieft, &c... 

* to (Qpeftion of thy Holineſs, the Fervency and Zeal of thy Devotion, ſhould 
be dirguiſh thee, as viſibly, as eminently, as thy Garb and Profeſſeon do. 

n thou ſhouldft be cloathed and adorned with that Righteonſneſs,. that 
' unhSocence, that Gravity, of which thy Robe is a ſignificant Emblem 
, wiſh, as thou art become a Leader, thou ſhould'ſt likewiſe be a Pattern 
ment thy Flock, For the converſation of ſuch Perfons ſhould be no-longer 
at davforzuable to the vain Cuſtoms, and corrupt Examples of the. world ; 
Lardſþ confined to the Angels in Heaven, or to the Saints that excell in Ver- 
upon Earth. 
and And again, | 
1 FſÞThe Santtity and Exemplary - Lives of Prieſts under the Goſpel, ought 
n thiſexcel! thoſe of the Sons of Aaron, as our Miniſtration exceeds theirs 
TimGlory. And therefore grant thy Grace, O bleſſed Lord, to all who are 
atiofÞimitted to this Holy Office , and Thou alone who workeſt great Marvels, 
ſheiffert chy Almighty Power,. and enable every ſuch Perſon to ſerve at thine 
18 ar, with Clean Hands, a Pure Heart, and Unblemiſht Life, with abe- 
6, ning Zeal, and moving Devotion ;, ſuch as may not only ſuit their ow 
ſt aparafter, but be a Pattern and Powerful Incitement to the Piety of 0+ 

75, P. 4+ C. 6; Where you may ſee. more to this purpoſe. 


To all Chriſtian People. 


| Knowing the great honour which Almighty God. hath grfff } 
ciouſly given unto you, for you are his Children, and 

holy Ghoſt is in you'; do therefore acknowledge my boy 

den duty next after God, nnto you, and accordingly wi 
humble reverence Dedicate this my Confeflion, firſt to God, at 


then to you his dearly beloved Children, 

1 wrote it in deadly diſeaſe of body, and in doleful tron 
of mind : my purpoſe was to glorifie God, and to ſhew ur 
a!l people the horrible hondage of fin ; that they might plat 
ſee it, truly fear it, and timely prevent it. Herein'if any ſhÞ; 
' think me over-harſh, and too too plain, I beſeech them to weig 
in thejr Conſcience, what it is to beat the door of death, ariff* 
the gate of Hell; terrified with the ſight of Gods wrath 
judgment, and in continual danger of ſudden death. This is 1 
time to cover ;, or to colour my fins, but to lay them open, th 
it may pleaſe God mercifully to cover them. To this end, Id 
humbly crave your Chriſtian furtherance, in earneſt prayer t 
God for my Conftefſion, and for me. For my Confeffion; that 
may proſper againſt ſin : for my ſelf, that I may be delivere 
out of Hell, and received into your heavenly company : I as 
no more, but to be the very loweſt of all people that ſhall | 
ſaved, Which if it ſhall pleaſe God, through your Prayers i 
Jeſus Chriſt to vouchſate unto me moſt unworthy, then ſhall ſl 
be in good hope to live, and fet forth an Halleluja, that you mi 
praiſe God for his mercy, his mervelons mercy towards yo 
and me. Then ſhall you know the poor ſinners name, that nor 
beggeth the benefit of your prayers. 

Hallowed be the name of C od, and his bleſſing be upen Chriſtened peoplt 
Men, Women, and Children, for ever, Amen. 


Thus I humbly take my leave. June 1 3. 1608, 


FUTRHE 


PRINTER. 


WF any thing which I have written, do ſeem un'o 
G1aly Learned Men, not likely io work well for 
Ne deftruttion of ſin, F defire that they will take the 
Mins to. amend it ; jo as they will anſwer their doings 
Yrrein unto. the Lord Feſus Chriſt, when all purpo- 
thi and cauſes ſhall come to light. I proteſt before God, 
at nothing be mitigated concerning me , by turning, 
Im, into I was, &c. It zs wery needfull for a man 
" Þ know what beis. I know none but my ſelf, Ijudge 
reve but my ſelf, becauſe I fear the Fudgment of God, 
hd would perſwade People to fear God, that they may 
ape his judgment, ana obtain his mercy. Amen, 
ll Bmen. O good Lord Feſu ! for thy holy names ſake, 
tbou, Amen. 


{THE - 


Burden of a Loaden GConlſctence. 


hit: 
hat 


8 e f | = Sc 
LL Chriſtned people, Men, Women and Children, I}, 
ful ſinner, having by long experience found the nfl, 


' ſeries of, fin, am deſixons to, confeſs the fame, . th 
thers may ſee and ſpeedily turn away-from it. ' The 


[4 . 


tore L humbly beſeech you,. that for ChriſPs ſake you will char 


bly read, or hear this my Confeſlion. 


We Y 


When 1 was a Child, and firſt began to inderſtand and ſpeS,; 


then was the foundation laid of' all my,.miſery. . Becauſe 1» 
not by and by, entred into the faith, and fear of God ; - but t 


Devil had leifore to take full. poſſeſſion of my heatt.” Whof 


deeply. ſeaſoned me with fin, that I have continued finfnl 
lince : yea, I am ſo heardened in wickedneſs, that althongl 


feel death coming upon me ; and may look 'every hour whe - 


{hall ſuddenly die, . and be.caſt into.Hell-fire, yet 1 have no pon 


to turn unto God, Wherefore I beſeech all people to take war p 


ing by me let it be your firſt, and chiefeſt care to live in 
Faith, and fear of God. Believe verily, for it is mcſt true; 
are always in the ſight of God. He ſearcheth-ont your 'thoug 


and affettions - he hearkneth to your wards, he vieweth your belſ,” 
Your, and hath writen vp'aB in a book, with purpoſe to. judge yh, 


according to the prattite of your life. Bear this continually 
mind, and be afraid to diſpleaſe God ; who ſhineth over yc 


head with ſuch a glorious brightneſs, that if it were his: pleaſ p 
to ſhew himſelt openly to the world ; the Sun that fhineth int I 
Sky ſhould be utterly darkened, and no earthly Creature cor... 
remain alive , by reaſon of the terrible ſight of his Almigh., 
Mijeſty. Bleſſed are you, if you have the ſear of God befdſ.. 


your eyes, But you are in woful caſe, if you fear him not. 
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© all ye parents,” and bringers-up of Children; great is the ac- 
punt which you muſt-make unto God. - Therefore ſo ſoon as your 


_—$'d fear God. Take good heed, leaſt the Devil get the firſt poſ- 
ſion of your Children: for he knowing that as little ones are 
ſoned in the beginning, fo they are likely to ſavonr ever after ; 
111looſe no time, nor let paſs any occaſion to ſow his curſed ſeed in 
em. This many Parents and Tntors of Children do little think 
{; and therefore give the Devil leave to work his Will, Butdo 
m mind it, and in the name of Chriſt kindly perſwade your 
hildren to believe in God,and to fear him; oftentimes telling them 
hat is good, and whit is naught : and th:t the good cometh of 
$od, and naught from the Devil : and therefore if they will love, 
qd practice goodneſs, God will love them, and keep; them fate 
om the Devil; but if they love and praQtiſe naughtineſs, God 
ill forſake them, and leave them to the Devil. 

Why doſo many teach little Children to ſay, and to do that which 

greth almighty God ? jthe filly Children ſeeing their Parents and 
Fthecs ſo much delighted with evil, are ſertled in belief that it is 

zod. - Thus the Devil is furthered in working the deſtruction of 
T$ildren. 

'F But fome ſay, that unleis Children be framed to mirthful wan- 

Snneſs, they will not prove witty. To which I anſwer, the Chil- 

en of - God are witty to ſay, and do good : the Children of the 

Scvil are:witty to ſay, and do eyil.. Now conſider to whom 


® } | (Rn | ire-4.30 0 

Os Children give great heed to that which they ſee, or hear, eſpe- 
Tily in their Parents, and Governours : Therefore ai] people, as 

i wHI anſwer to. God, be careful what you ſay or do before 

hildren : For they will think that they .may ſafely fay as you 

y, and'do-as you do; Let not Children be much among Ser- 

nts, for many, Servants loye to tcach Chilgrea that which is 

Woe ht, : | | . 

O ye Godfathers and Godmothers, remember thzt yon are 

/Sbvnd 'nnto God! for the good bringing up of your God-children, 


als; the beginning; of Chriſtian Religion, people were very carc- 
NS! of bringing up: their Children: whereupon .a learned Jew 


1:3 wont to ay, that Chriſtians were' called tillers, becauſe they 
4 diligently ii! the hearts of thoſe that were under thcir.cBarge; 
wing in'them the feeds of odlineſs. 


eb 26.12) +6 There 


\ 


hildren be able to underſtand and ſpeak, accuſtom them to know 


>$1do liken your Children; to God or to the Devil ? for like will 
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There are too few ſuch tillers now adays : that Heavenly Husſſi 
bandry, and Bleſſed Tillage is now laid alide. Our moft+ mighty 
Lord God for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's fake reſtoreit, and be merci 
tn! unto young Children, that his Holy Ghoſt may fil their hearty 
with Grace and Goodneſs, Amer, Amen, 


As 1 grew in age, fol increaſediin ſin, provoking God's diſplea 
ſure continually, who notwithſtanding patiently endured me 
yea, and delivered me out-of many de:dly dangers; whereinto. 
by folly and fin did thruſt my ſelf from time to time. Moreover 
of his great6 ondneſs he gaye me knowletige of his Righteovſne 
and of my own Sins ; moving me often:times to leave the way of 
damnation, and turn unto his. Bleſſed Majeſty, through Jeſu 
Chriſt ;. aſluring my heart that in fo doing I ſhould be Bleſſed 
but otherwiſe Curſed and Condemned, Butall this did not-pr 
vail with my Reprobate Heart, which being utterly hardned 1 
fin, and void of Repentance, cauſeth me to heap up Wrath up 
on Wrath, and-Vengeance upon Vengeante, to the increaſing 
m ine everlaſting torments in Hell Fire. | , 33; «i 

All manner of. People, young and old, take heed by me. Ha 
no more Gods but one. 'l 

Conſider well what he hath done for you, He made. you at ti" 
firſt like unto himſelf in Wiſdom and Holineſs ;, and when yd 
were by Sin made like the Devil.and muft therefore have been coÞi 
cemned to Hell Torments, God ſent his only Son, who taking 
to him a Body and Soul, was a 'Min,: and ſuſfered- great 'wron 
and a ſhameful death to precure-your pardon, and to buy you out 
the Devils bondange, that ye might be renewed to' the | likene 
of God. And now: he hath ſent the Holy Ghoſt to enter, a 
take poſicfion of your hearts, cleanſing you- from ſin, which 
the Devils lixencſs, and making you righteous, which is thelikW1 
neſs of Gcd ; to the end ye might be fit ro keep. Company wiſiti 
all Saints in the Joys of: Heaven, Call to mind how:long ye ha 
entertained the Devil, and kept out the Holy Ghoſt : and wi 
nov. great patience God hath hitherto ſuffered" you, and kept y( 
alive, becauſe he would: not have you periſh; but rurn and bel 
vcd; O what 1s the reaſon [that people do not -Love this God 
bove all things ?-yea, above their own' Life ?: Surely the reaſ 
is, becauſe they lack Faith :For'they donot eſteem} it their on 
happineſs: to be in the favour of God, bnt like unto bruite bea 
give credit to deceitful ſhews, and flattering inticements,. ard 
_ are wiltully, ſnated of the Devil, who with his alluring bait 
draweth then on to deſtruQton : and the farther he draweth thee? 
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the furer he is of them. Therefore all people for Gods ſake take 
heed, do .not delay the time as I have done; thinking to turn 
nto God to morrow, and next day : for the longer you continue 
a fin, the harder it will be to repent, becanſe the Devil doth e- 


rery day get more and more power In you,till your heart be fullfil- 
kd with Wickedneſs, and ſ5 God do everlaſtingly forſake you. Ne- 


Hus 
ight) 
1erci 
cart 


Study. and ſtrive to compaſs the Love of God, joy in whatſa- 
rer furthereth you unto it ; grieve in alt that hindereth you 
rom It. 

How ſhall I endeavour to Love God ? Love that which is 
rod, and hate that which is nanght - for good cometh of God, 
nd evil is of the Devil. The thought 1s the beginning of your 
wood, and of your evil. Anevil thonght is ſeat from the Devil, 
Wn if yeu ente: tain It, it bringeth in the Devil, A good thought 
iſs ſent from the Holy Ghoſt, as a Meſſenger unto your Soul ; if 
ou receive it, and make much of it in your heart, the Holy 
hoſt will enter, and putting out the Devil will fill you full of 


:lory will come in. Withdraw your mind from all evil thonghts, 
nd think upon God and Godlineſs; cleave thereunto with full 
hurpoſe of Heart, and ſtudy how you may always do his will with 
liligence, and ſuffer his pleaſure with patience, aſſuring your ſelyes 
hat if yon give your mind to ſerve him, he will not fail you, nor 
rake you ; but preſerve you to his everlaſting Kingdom and 
lory.; do not endureto think, ſay, or do, any thing againſt your 
MCconſcience, but always be careful to pleaſe God, 

My heart teing not-knit unto God, but tothe World, I framed 
y Religion to mine aſfeRion, and mine Aﬀection to Imagination. 
ikMfirſt, 1 was hot againſt the Roman Religion, then being much be 

wiſfriended by ſome that favoured that Religion, I to gratifie them, 
haWlerew in good liking of it alſo, yea ſo far forth, that I became a 
wiffRecuſant, was received into the Church of Rome by a Seminary 
'yMfrieſt, and did what I could to perſwade many others to lean 
e Mthzt way. But when trouble was likely to fall upon me, I went 


d to Church again ; and fo by little and little fell off : yet ſo | 


ſas whereſoever 1 found any of that Religion, 1 was Itil] ſuitable 


onflunto them. 
ell After this 1 being kindly uſed of ſome that were commonly cal- 


d Bled Puritans, took liking of their opinions ; yea, and in ſome 


ailf] points was ready to run beyond them : and all this in great ſhew of | 


1erfÞ zeal towards God, ſo that I made my {elf believe,.that I, was .in 
the right way and did well, C 2 I do 


jer be at quiet with your Heart, untill you be in Love with God. 


- -— 


LE 


Heavenly Grace. Theretore do as the Pſalm bideth you, Lift up your Phil. 24- 
Wrads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up. ze everleſting doors 5, and the King of 7: 


} 
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1 do often wonder at wy ſelf, how fervent I was, firſt a Pro- 
teitant, then a Roman Catholick, afterward a Precifian, ſo that 
| took vpon me to rebuke many, yea and ſome of high degree; 
a: though 1 had been a very man of God, full of the Holy Ghoſt 
whereas indeed the Devil was in my heart, and therefore all my 
ways were {infull and diſpleaſing unto God. 

© all ye Chriſtian people, take heed by me ; do not*raſhly give 
your mind to fancy this or that Religion : but firſt of all ſettle you 
heart in the Fear-and' Love of God. Make Conſctence betweenff 
God and your Soul of all that you think, ſay, or do. Serve God i; 
your ſpirit, unfeignedly turning from ſin and ſtriving to. pleaſe 
him. Till you be thrfs ſettled in true Godlineſs, it is vain, yea 
and dangerous to hammer and meddle with points of Religion 
for -your heart being uncleanſed, and: your afteQtions unrighted 
God is not your | eader, but the Devil > who will ſtrangely de 
ceive yon, and make you proud of your doings, when you ſtin| 
1m your fins befure the face of God. Therefore fubmit your ſelve 
humbly to God, wean your Souls from fin, that ye may be wedded 
to Jcſvs Chriſt + and by his ſpirit bring forth ſuch fruits, as art 
pleafirg to God : which if. you do, God will ſurely Lead you 
into a'l truth. Of what fide ſoever you be do nothing againſt you 


Conſcience, nor deſpiſe the practice of prgns in them that. ar 
e ſn 


contrary to your opinion, Bur if you fe that they are in 
2 wrong way, Pitty them, and pray heartily{to God for them 
that he will mercifully enlighten their minds, and turn their heart 
'To which end you muſt endeavour to ſerve under God with i: 
Holy Ghoſt ; that you may help to overcome the Enemies of God 


truth ; not with the weapons of this World, as reproachful ſpeach 


Prov. 2.3. 
26. 


> 


cs and blocdy practices, bnt with the armor of Ged, as Charity 
Humbleneſs, Meekneſs, P-tierce, for theſe are the means to. 0 
vercome eril] with goodneſs, and turn mens minds from taile op 
nions To the true Religion. ts 

True Chriſtianity 1s an Holy Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritrz 
Sacrifices, well pleaſing to: God thro? Teſs Chriſt. A true Chri 
ftian doth faithfully intend to offer firſt himſelf, ard then other 
alſo unto God. ' In offering your ſelf you muſt begin with you 
heart: fot God faith, My. Sow, give me thine heart. Your hear 
muſt be wholly ſet upon God, always defiring: to enj-y his grace 
and favour. Secondly, Your Tongue muſt be Sacrificed unto God 
that it may be as the Pen of aready Writer, to glorifie ard pleaſe 
God in every Word that cometh cut of your mouth. Thirdly 
your Apparel, Geſture, Eating, Drinking. Buying. $e'ling, Bor 
10wing, Lending, Latour, Paſtime, and all your behaviour muſl 
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Pro-fj be Sacrificed to Gcd - that in nothing you diſhonour or diſpleaſe 
tharf bim : - yea, your Body, Soul, Life, and all that you -have muſt be 
ree; dedicatcd and given ro the ſervice of. God. A good Subject doth 
1oſt Y bear the mind to ſpend both Life and Goods: in. defence of his 
I my{Prince and Country, therefore a true: Chriſtian ought much more 

to ſacrifice al] his power: and poſlibility to uphold the Kingdom of 
give Jes Chriit; firſt in maintaining the Miniſtery of his Word 
yourſſ aid Szcraments, which is an offering, greatly accepted of God Phil, 4» 
veenfl S:condly, Inſuccovring his poor, with which kind of- Sacrifices 13: 
d infl Gd is well pieaſed ; as It: may appear. by that which the Holy 
leaſeGholt fairh of a Charitable man 5 = 
yeah He bath: diſper/id, he hath given to the poor, bis righteouſneſs endureth © 
10n for ever. ; FIN = oor IG | FL tu Ptal. 112: 
ted Whatſoever mercy is ſhewed to a- Chriſtian in neceſſity, is ſhew- ,, 
d- ro. Chriſt bimſclf-; and'the that 4s any way unmerciful. to a Ma:th. rc. 
briſtian, is unmercijut to Jeſus Chriſt : and fo Chriſt will profeſs 3+: 
it the day of Judgment. £4 : 
- It is 2 fingular ſacrifice to do-- good apainſt evil, and kindly to Prov. is. 
Wuccour your very Enemy in .neceflity ; for - thereby you do your 2, 22: 
Wood will to offer. your "Enemy unto! Almighty God, in -turning, 
tim from enmity.and ev:l.: to peace and- goodneſs; 

Saint /ames faith, he that turneth a finner from going « out of bis 11g, ;. 
way. ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and: ſhall cover a multiti'de of ſins. x9, 25. 
Is what'a fearful cafe are: they that ſacrifice many to-the Devil, 
MWiriving them by enmiry, or:drawing them. by. evil- alluremears, 
and navghty examplesas thave!done,: -He that will offer theſweer 
acrifice of turning others unto; God mult +firft with all diligepce 
rn himſelf from fin ; that his life and converſa- ion may be holy, 
2nd unblameable : for then others will belizve that God is in him, 
nd therefore they. will-have: a good option of bim, All people 
y the light of narural reafon, do honour verrue and honeſty. Bur 
if your behaviour he faulry, as mine is. and ever hath becn, you-are 
unfit to turn others, being not 'turned your ſelf. 

Secondly, If your Conſcience be ctear, and. your converſation x... 
faulrieſs, you muſt not diſdain ſingers, as the proud Phariſee did ; ,, ro, 15. 
for then you marr all; becauſe -pride is of the Devil, and God __ 
reliſteth the proud. But you muſt pity -their caſe that. do evil, agd hay pig 
acFnourn for them, as King David did. | | TI 
Thirdly, You muft. pray devoutly unts God- for them, that he 
Fvill mercifally ordain. ſome: means to deliver them. out of the 
Devils bondage ; and that It may pleaſe him to give you the grace, 
OrFlto be one of his workmenain ſo honourable a bufineſs., 


H-b., I Jo 
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Forrthly, You muſt wait for any fit occaſion that you may humbly 
and kindly intreat them to conſider well in what a dangerous caſ 
they are in; diſpleaſing God, ſerving the Devil, and working 
their own deſtruction. If! you ſee, or hear that any under you! 
rovernment do fin, whether it be your Child, or your Servant 
you are bound to break them from their ſin, by fair means, if iſe 
may be, elfe by Correction, and Pu:.iſhment, dc 

But it you ſee any ſuch ſinners, as are.your betters in degree, or p 
ſuch as you have not the heart to rebuke, you mnſt ſo much th&! 
more earneſtly pray unto God for them, and ſtrive more pai;fuiShi 
ly to ſhew them by the light of your Converſation what theyſh: 
ovght to do. | 

When you go about to tell any one of his fault, take Gad infl 
your mind, and humble your heart, that you may do it in th: 
ſnirit of mcekneſs, gentleneſs, peaceableneſs, and patience ; careſ1 
fully keeping out anger; for the wrath of man. worketh nc 
the righteouſneſs of God, | | 

He that doth worthily receive the wholly Sacrament of Chriſt, 
Body, and Blood, doth offer unto God many ſicrifices ragether 
for that Sacrament is a repreſcatation and ſetting forth of the a 
crifices of Chriſt, who upon the Croſs offered himſelf unto Gai 
the Father to'pacifie his wrath, and to purchaſe his grace for a 
people : whereupon Almighty God doth offer his gracious pa 
don, and heavenly bleſſings to all that will worthily receiy 
them. And if you will worthily receive the body, and blood « 
Chriſt, you muſt offer unto God, firſt a ſorrowful heart for you 
fins, confeſſing them to his glory and your ſhame. Secondly 
you muſt offer vato God the ſacrifice of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, bt 
lieving verily that he is the only Son of God, God and Man, anfſfe 
crying unto God for mercy in his name, beſeeching God that-fl 
Chriſt's fake he will forgive you your fins, and cleanſe yon: frodh, 
all finfulneſs. TEirdly, you muſt offer unto God a charitable heal 
towards all p:ople: for God will not accept your heart, if it þ 
not in charity, yea ſettled to keep the unity of the Spirit int 
bond of peace. Fourthly, you muſt offer your ſelf wholly uote 
God, to do and to ſuffer his good pleaſure, Fifthly, you mul 
offer humble and hearty praiſe nnto God, for all his gracic 
gifrs given rnto mankind ; ſpecially for giving his only Son Je 
Chriſt to be o:r Saviour. Sixthly, yon mult offer of your goof 
a firſt Fruits unto God, towards the ſupplying of Bread, ar 
Wine for the Communion ; towards the relicf of the Miniſter, kc 
of the Poor, = 


I 
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mblyl- By Baptiſm ye are grafted into Jeſus Chriſt, as if branches of a 
caſQ#ild Vine were grafted j;.to a true Vine z and by worthy receiving 
kinghe- holy Communion of ChriſPs body and blood, yea are fed and 
yourl;ed with the graces of Chiſt, as graffsare nouriſhed with the ſap 
rantSf that Tree, whereupon they are grafted. I wicked wretch recei- 
if ied Grſt for faſhion ſake, negligently ;'afterward incliging .to the 
loman Religion, I received for fear of the Laws of this Land, 
ezinft my will, difdainfully,, reckoning it as & thing of naught, 
Sich.] received.  Whereby I do think in my Conſcience, I did 
fre diſpleaſe Almighty God. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt give grace, 


worthily.. 
Wray, and theretore was not bleſſed in that which 111 practiſe. 
111 people be careful to pray always, in the beginning, continu- 
ce and ending of all good imployment. Whenſoever you are 
bout to think, to ſay, or to do any thing, pray unto God, thar 
e. will for. .Chriſt's ſake give you the grace to think, ſay,. and 
0 his will ;, atid for, every bleſſing which he giveth unto you, . bc 
Windfil and forward to give him thanks... When you purpoſe to 
a7. vnto-him, or to praiſe him, quicken your. faith in this.-man- 
r : firſt, believe thar you are in the ſight, and hearing, of God, 
licve it ſo verily, as you did fee him with, your bodily, eyes. 
condly,. conſider his almighty Majeſt y.and your own vile. biſe- 
eſs, being as yu are a ſinner, duſt and aſhes, and thereupon. hum- 
e your heart, as jf you would caft your ſcIfflat upon the ground 
Wfore him. Thirdly, with all reverence, and diligent diſcrett- 
W 1ift vp your mind, and utter your heart unto. him. You may 
ell pray to God, or praiſe him in your heart, although your 
outh ſpeak it not ; bur you, cannot, well ſpeak unto him with 
Four mouth, unleſs your heart do wholly intend and think upon 

hat which you ſay :.for-it is your heart that God, giveth heed unto. 


veth plain ſpeech : and uſe no needleſs Circumſtance ; becauſe 


ny thing you ſay unto him, you diſpleaſe. him::_ for we are aptto 
liſpleaſe God every way, yea, even when we. think..to pleaſe him. 
F:1y very leiſurely, for haſt maketh; waſte. Becauſe I wanted in- 


in. Let your firſt Prayer ie for the forgiveneſs of your {ins,in ſome 
ch manner 2s this: 0 Almighty and moſt dreadfull Lord God. T loath- 
me ſinner unworthy to live 1n thy fight, do humbly beſeech thee, that for 


What no Man or Woman may hereafter receive his body and blood 


| was not given to pray unto God, nor indeed knew, how, to- 


IM your Prayer and Thankſgiving ſhun the pride of. words; for God 


eloveth no idle Words. Be very careful and fearful, leaſt in . 
Traction how to pray, Iam deſirous to help others the beſt"that I. 


tine only Son Jeſus Chriſts ſake, thou wilt vouchſafe to forgive me my ſas. 
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The Penitent 'Confesfion of a Clergy-man, 
and to cleanſe me from« my ſinfulneſs, that I may be thine bumble apdfi 
true Servant * for unto thee nll honour and glory is due, world withouf 
End. Amen, | | 

When you purpoſe to think upon, to ſpeak, or to do any thing, 
pray for grace, and good ſpeed ;O Almighty God, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, the only Siver of all good ſpeed and proſperity,. T brſeech thee. 
to forgive me viy ſins, and ſo to bleſs me in "this buſineſs which now T dof 
intend, that it may be proſperous.to thy gloty, through Yeſus Chriſt thin 
only Son, who with thet, and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and on 
Ged, be honoured in haart, word, and deed, henceforth for ever, and 
Ter. Amen. ; 

When you receive any Bleſſing or Proſperity from God, praiſe 
him heartily 5 O moft bleſſed a1: bonntifull Lord God, what am 1, that 
rhox. giveſt ſuch Bleſſing unto me? I am a vile ſinner worthy of nothing 
but miſery and damnation : and therefore "tis thy niter merty that 1 ani 

thus bleſſed. * O good Lord, 1 humbly beſeech thee'to continue thy gracih, 
9415 favour towards me, aud to make me every way unfeignedly thankfi 
zo thee for the fame, thro' Tefws Chriſt thine only Son, who with thi 
and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and ove God, be unfeignedly 'praiſti 
rs aca = _<TMT-Tc;5 = 8 | 

When fickneſs or any adverſity falleth upon you, the firft thing 

you do, humble you felf unto God; O moſt Holy and Fighteo 
Lord God, I do confeſs that thou mayſt juſtly deſtroy my Body and Sou 
for my many 4nd grievous ſins, wherewith I have daily and hourly dif 
pleaſed rhee all my lift long : therefore Tam bord to. praiſe thee, becauf 
thou haſt ſuffered me" all” rhis white, and now doſt ſo favourably chaſte 

' 3xe, 10 the end I may repent, and not be condemned. O 7:.0jt mighty Lord 
notning tan bappen unto me without thizte Holy ordinance, Therefore I be 
ſeech thee, that I may humbly, paticntly, and tha f;illy take this thy cor 
rettiom, to, the amendment of ' my life, and to the glory of thy bleffed ne 
thro? Yrfaes Chrift thine only Son, who with thee aud thy Hoiy Groft, thre 
Perſon and one Ged,. be vichtly worſhipped, obey\d and praiſed for eve 
wna ever. Amen. © | SAN OD OL 901 "HE 

When any croſs or adverſity doth lie ſo heavy. npon you, the 
you cannct endure it, make humble ſupplication to God ; O Fa 
ther of 7::95y, ana God of alt conifort,, I vile wretch am much grievea 
umder the F:j-den of my Sins ;, and thou haſt not laid the” whole weights 
themupon me ; 1 do heartily thank thee, that thou hiſt not evermizelmt 
me with thy dreadful wrath, which Jkhave zl! my hife time deſerved anc 
alſo 1 huz; bly beſcech; thee, that if it may ftand with thy good pleaſure 
thou wilt vorci:fafe ro eaſe me of this, which I now ſuffcr : that T 'm 
the better be zble to do thee ſervices but if it pleaſe thee not, thy will 4 
boly, thy will be done; cnly wonchfafe me comfort and patience, m9 


bieſed 


* os WODO 
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The Penitent Confesfion of a Clerey=man. 


| Wefſed Lord, that thy Holy name be glorified of me in mine obedient ſuf- 
fering, through Teſus Chriſt thine only Son, who with thee and the Holy 
ff nates Perſons, and one God, be honoured and praiſed for ever, and 
wer. Amen. 
'I 1 was not accuſtomed to ſay Grace when I was young, but 
Fometimes ſaid it for a vain-glory, and finding the faſhion of the 
MV or1d to he like unto the manner of bruit beaſts, following Nature, 
nd not Grace, I became a Beaſt my ſelf, falling to Meat without 
ny acknowledgement of God's Goodneſs. Afterward finding that 
kſus Chriſt himſelfand all good Chriſtians uſed to ſay Grace,l was 
couched in Conſcience, and meant to uſe it, but having not the 
Wower to ſubdue wine own will, nor the heart to contrary the 
urſe of them with whom I lived ; I remained as a Reprobate 


- 'Sſicouth and unframable unto every good work. 


-:Mf All people, for God's ſake, accuſtom your ſelves to have grace 
fore and after yon eat and drink, If it ſeems uncouth unto-you 
.W it doth to many people, be afraid .: for it is an ill ſign ſhewing 
Wat your heart is a ſtranger to God, and if you be ſtrange to 
: Win he will be ſtrange-to you. Therefore by any means over= 
- Mine that i]! quality, and give your ſelf to grace. But you may 

Wy, it is fo out. of uſe with moſt folk, that if I offer to ſay grace 
nong them, they will think ſcornfully of me, and reckon mea 
Feeciſe fooliſh body : I anſwer, firſt, if you be the Diſciple of 
Wriſt, you ſerve a good Maſter, be not aſhamed of him and his 
_a;Mrvice, leaſt he be aſhamed of you at the day of Judgment. Se- 
ndly, if you for ſerving God be ill thought of, a bleſſed Soul 
e you. Itis a great favour of God, if he vouchſafe to give 


1 the Grace to ſuffer any wrong for his ſake. For great is their Matth. g. 
ward in Heaven, that are any way perſecuted for righteouſneſs _ I1, 
| = 


ke, | 
| Grace before meat. ns 
* O bleſſed Lord God; I humbly beſeech thee to” pardon my 
Mins, and to bleſs the food which it pleaſeth thee -to give me ; 

that I may be thereby nouriſhed, and made able to do thee true 
 Mfrvice in. my calling, thro* Jeſus Chriſt thine only Son, our 
. MLord and Saviour, Amer. t:397 

Grace after you have eaten and drunken. ; 

- © Omoſt mercifil Lord God, Iam bound to give thee humble 
- Mid hearty tharks for thy manifold bleſlings given unto-me and to 
 FW'mankind. Therefore I beſeech thee to give me Grace, that!-l 
» .:Fmay be continually thankfull unto thee, .thro? Jeſus Chriſt thine 


ny only Son our Lord, Amer. 


D uſe 


18 The Penitent Confesſion of « Clergy-may. 
Uſe often to fay the Loxd1's Prayer. fo called: becauſe our Lon 
]-fus-Chriſt made it, an] ta1ght it his Diſciples. It, .is a. mol 
Heavenly Prayer, ſhort and '{weet, containing all that we neeQhr 
in fey words. Therefore you may. ſay it very leilurely, af 
alfo underſtanding]1y, ir K 
According to' my weak underſtanding, I will by the grace 4 
God, briefly open unto ,you'the meaning of the Lords. Prayer 
The _O- Father of Jeſus Chriſt, 'and thorough him the . Father of 
= .. true Chriſtians, of which-number I truſt, that by thy:grace, I aj 
pened. One. Thy. glorious Majzſty, and powerful Greatneſs filleth Hel 
ven and Earth, but in Heaven thy Joyful Countenance ts to þ 
ſeen: Thy names holy : O let the holineſs thereof be every daſh 
more and more ſet forth. that allthe World may hononr thee 
Heart, Word, and Deed, Thou art the only rightful King « 
Heaven and Earth : but. the Devil:by Temptation hath made 
rebel againſt thee, O let the Kingdom of: thy Grace come. i 
our Hearts, and: put out Satan for-evercome. Thine Angels ar 
Saints in Heaven do altogether obey thy will, O- grant that. 
Children of Men here upon. Earth may likewiſe; be «bedieut uni 
thee in- all things. - Our hodies do daily nced the comfortable ſui 
Ty of Food; Raiment, Lodging, and ſuch.-like':. O give vs. ther 
fore {ich continual comfort.as thou knoweſt we cannot be withau 
and: b:cauſe it is dangerons to our Souls to have too much, or tþ 
little of Worldly Gocds, we beſeech thee to giye us neith 
more. nor leſs ; but juſt ſo-mack as by thy grace.may. beſt, fit. Yi 
ro ſerve and pleaſe thee.,.: Our Sins do deferve thy Wrathful- V4 
-geance'and Everlaſting Torment-in Hell Fire ; yet-of.thy wonds 
tul mercy:thou doſt offer vntous thy.gracious pardon, thro” [ell 
Chriſt, with condition, that: we ſhall heartily forgive all thi 
offend vs; Ogood Lord we do forgive them from the battom 
our Hearts : and as we do forgive them, and nor ſeek revenſ 
againſt then; ſo: we pray'thee to-forgive'us, and:not to lay tl 
heavy. Vengeance upon. us. _—_ 
The Devil. by: means of this World, and our own naughty in 
clination, can ealily oyercome ns, and tempt us to his pleaſor 
Therefore we beſeech thee, that thou wilt nut give us over iſſ6 
to his hands ; but-by thine Almighty goodneſs preſerve us from tr 
tan, and all 'his. partakers. For;the Ringdom-of: all bleſſtdnef}1 
thine, thou art-the right. owner of: all ggodnefs : all power con 
'eth: fram thee; and therefore all-glory and' praiſe is due only F') 
thee, O-Father Almighty, with thy Son, and'thy. Holy Ghoſt, fey 
evermore.. Bc it even ſo.. Amer.. | | i 
It 


-O7 
mol 


The Penitent Confesſion of a Clergy-man. 
Pray often and with great Devotion unto God, that all Chri- 


tan people may be knit together by the Holy Ghoſt in one Faith, 


d one Charity, and ſhew forth the mighty power- of God in 


gheir Lives. and Converſations ; that the Jews, Tirks, and all mi(- 
xlieving people may thereby take knowledge that Chriſtian Re- 


pion is the only true worſhipping and ſervice of God, and there- 


;Fpon turn to be good Chriſtians, For it is not War, nor World- 


j Conqueſt that turneth people: unto God,z but the Holy Prayers 
;zd Heavenly Lives of them that ſerve God, 


If God will not hold him gniltleſs that taketh his name in vain, 
Shat ſhall become of me, who have all my Life time moſt grie- 


ſly taken his name in vain, every kind of way. For firſt, I 


Fofeſſed my ſelf a Chriſtian, that is a Child of God, thorough 


ſus Chriſt, but indeed I have been heretofore the Child of the 
evil ; becauſe I have done his Will, not God's Will. Second- 
, I took -upon meto be a Miniſter of Chriſt ; that is, a Meſ- 


Winger ſent from God to joyn with the Holy Ghoſt in training 


ople to be Children of God ; but indeed I joyned in work: 
ith the Devil to make People his Children. The very name 
d word of God 1 uſed vainly,: raſhly, unreverently, and unCi- 
rectly, to glorifie and pleaſe my ſelf, not to glorifie and pleaſe 


Mm. 
All Chriſtians take heed to your ſelves, if you wear the Kings 


\Wivery, ſerve not the Kings Enemy. You were Chriſtened in 


\Velſhe Name of the Father, - and of the Son, and'of the Holy 
hoſt : / therefore ſerve God, and not the Devil, leaſt it be 


ored againſt you at the day of Judgment, that ye took Gods 


Wme in vain, and ſo ye be found guilty. At that day neither ſhall 


te only preaching, nor the only hearing of God's word be allow- 


end : for both rake the name of God in vain, becauſe the one preach- 
Wh, and pratiſeth not : the other-heareth, and dothinot the Will 


f\God, therefore both ſhall be caſt away, with this grievous Sen- 


Unce,, 7 kviow you not ;, away from me, ye workers of unrighteouſneſs. © 
F Therefore frame your ſelves to be obedient unto your Lord 
0d, and do not think, ſpeak, write, hear, or profeſs his name 


his word without due diſcretion, and great reverence. 

Do not make ſolight-reckoning of your God, as to uſe his name 
r his word in idlenefs. 
Tt is idle to 


call upon the name of God without good cauſe;/and 


Fverent-manner ; as fome will ſay, O Cod, what « Feſt is thi! O 


ſu | who ever heard the Hjke! In any ſich ſpeaking, you are too bold 


ith your God, p 
Pry 
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The Peniten! Confesſiow of a Clergy-man, 


It is alſo a vain taking of Gods name, to praiſe him in ſcorn- 
ing or blaming otiers ; as ſome will not be content to ſay of an 
idle body, he liveth idlcly , but they will ſay, God be thank- 
ed he liveth idlely. O do not thank God for any Sin, becauſe 
in ſo doing yu do him great wrong ; and of all things he cannot 
abile t> te noted as the cauſe of Sin, which is far from his 
moſt hczly nature. Be not a common Swearer: for a Man given 
ro Swearing ſhall be filled with Wickedneſs, You ought not to 
call Gcd to witneſs, unleſs there be great necd, and none other 
means to make the truth known. O how grievous it is to hear 
people, o!d and young Swear by God, withont fear of his dif- 
pleaſure. Some ſwear not by God, but by their faich, and troth; 
by the Maſs; by ſome Saint 5 by Gold, and Silver, and many 0- 
ther ways. But do not you fo: for it is diſpleafing to God tc 
Swear by that which is not God. 

It is called Swearing when any ſay, God's Wounds, God's Blood 


God's Heart, God*s Nails, God's Foot, &c. but you ſhall hear 
what Chriſt will call it, when he cometh to Judgment. In the meaniff 


3 BB ,£,TMR._, 0 I CQ ww. 
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time uſe no ſuch raging ſpeeches : for they grievouſly take thaſſf 


rame of God in vain, 
Bleſs your ſelf from curſing and banning: for curſing - is the 
Vengrance of God. He that wiſheth Vengeance to fall up 


on his very Enemy, had need to be well adviſed what ſpirit i 


within him, Taxe heed how you hear the Word of God, tha 
you be not negligent, nor contentious, nor dainty, nor vain 
glorious ; but diligently hunger and thirſt for the pure and plai 


word of God, which if yon receive it in meekneſs, it is able tqF 


fave your ſoul. 


Some make Jeſts of God's Word, but do riot you ſo. For it iff 


ill Jeſting with edge Tools. 
Do not alledgeany pait of God's Word but to a good and god 
ly end ; andin the fear of God, 

Take heed how you make any vow to God, or how you pro 
miſe any thing with an Oath ; for when you have vowed or ſwort 
your Soul is bound. Therefore before you vow, conſider whe 
ther it be pleaſing to God, and in your power to perform : an 
when you l;ave- made ſuch a vow, rather looſe your Life, that 
_—_ it. Jeſus Chriſt keep you from being a Vow-breaker a 

am. 

Mock no body with their Poverty, Lameneſs, Blindneſs, 0 
with any thing, which they cannot help ; leaſt you take the name 


of God in vain. For Solomon ſaith, Ue that mockerh the Poor, re 


] | 


proacheth"bis Maker. 


— 


ThePenitent Coafesſion of a Clergy-man. 


It is a molt horrible thing to blaſphemy Almighty God ; that 
 anfſis, to think, or utter any thing. diſhonourable unto him. It is 
nk-Edangerous in ſome things to ſpeak that. of God which is true. 
auſe Becauſe our blind Underftanding is not. able ro ſee the depth 
notof his Wiſlom and Righteouſneſs. Therefore it: is your ſateſt 
1 his way, to be throvghly perſwaded, that God in whatſoever he 
venidoth, or ſuffereth to be done, is moſt perfealy Wile and Righ- 
- tofiteous ; and to refrain your mind, from. prying into. the high 
her Queſtions of Gods Fore-knowledge, and Predeſtination : for the 
iearflmore you look upon the Sun, the worſe you ſhall ſee, and the 
more you ſeek into the ſecrets of God, the weaker will your un- 
-Rderſtanding be. 


your ſelf to have deſerved it, yea, and much more, Submit your 
eart wholly .to God, and praiſe him as. well for Advrelity, 
s for Proſperity ; for that is meet and right ; So you ſhall beſt 
pleaſe him, and moſt eaſe your ſelf, They that Wickedly blame 
God for any thing which cometh to paſs, do both wrong his 
MWlefſed Majeſty, and hurt themſelves. Although all things go. 
oſs and contrary unto you, yet praiſe and bleſs the Name 
W! God continually, yea, to the Gearh, and in dying. Never 
leſpair of God's Goodneſs, but confeſs his Righteouſneſs, and 


leaſure. 
I never kept holy the Sabbath day, and therefore am fall of all. 


Ir worldly profit. 1 Travelled upon Sundays in ſeryice time., 
igand when I went to Church, the Deyil perſwaded me to come. 
ate, that I might tarry the leſs while there; Coming into the 
harch, 1 took no heed that I came into the Houſe of. God, to. 
pray unto him, and to learn my duty out of his Word : and firſt 


my face, or moving my lips, that others might think -I prayed, 
When indeed 1 either ſaid nothing, or with no devotion. I little 
rega;ded what the Miniſter prayed, or what he read in the Word 
of God ; and if there were any Sermon, I minded not to hear it, 
but wiſhed for an end of Service and Sermon, that I might go to 


er, Ieither loſt it, or came ſhort unto it, or. howſoever, 1 made 
910 reckoning of it, being wholly given to fooliſh paſtime. Thus 
rel made Sunday the worſt day of the Week, and my ſelf the worſt 


linger of all the World. Bur do you make it the beſt day of 
| : tne 


Whatſoeyer Calamity or Miſery falleth upon you, acknowledge , 


iFour own Unrighteouſneſs, and ſo. yield your ſelf to his good 


inholineſs, I forſook the Church to follow every vain pleaſure . 


| leaned upon a ſeat. or kneeled charity upon. one knee, . hiding {47+ + 


my dinner, and then to my vain delights. As for evening prays . 


The Pemtent Confes ſton of a Clergy-may. 


the Week, 'that you may be every Sabbath day, by the grace of ſjif 


God, made better and betters'-rill at length you be fit to-enter in- 
to the everlaſting Sabbath, and reſt of God ih Heaven. There- 


fore leaving your worldly affairs, 'and weaning your hearts trom 


all pleaſures of fin, you mwſt defirouſly intend to keep Holy the 
Sabbath day. Ariſe early in the -morning fall dow?: upon your 


knees, and humbly pray unto God, - that he will give you grace ſ 


to: keep Holy his Sabbath-day, according: to his will. 
Prepare your felf- ſo carefully'to go unto the Church; as if 


you were to go out of this World into Heaven. Be not deckt in Þ: 
' your Apparel as if you were to play a part in a Stage-Play, ora 


May-game ; but come into God's Houſe, as an humble Sniter, in 
ſuch Chriſtian plainneſs of Raiment, as decently may ſhew the 


I>wlineſs of your heart ; leaſt you diſpleaſe God, and his Angels, 


and giye much offenceTto God's People, yea, and hinder your own 


Devotion, as 1 have done. Alas! Þ have been exceeding vain, 


and took great pride in coming gaily- to-Church, and ſo I 


quenched all defire of ſerving God, 'defiring chiefly to ſee and 
' to be ſeen. Fs 


Come to Church with' the firſt, and not- with the laſt, leaſt 


you «come-'t6o late to ſpeed. Be more deſirous and more deligh- 


ted to ſerve God, than to'do any thing eMſe:' For it is he'to whom 


you muſt truft, 'all other things will deceive you, and forſake you. 


It you be diligent to ſerve God he will be careful to fave you, heiff 


will love you, he will come unto, you and dwell with yoy. - WhenſF 


you enter'into the 'Church, hamble your hearts, kneel down up-if 


on your knees, lift vp yur mifidto God, 'cry him mercy for you 


fins, crave Its Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 'that'you may truly pleaſe him 


in all: that yow-ſhall think, ſay,” ordo. 
When the Miniſter readeth the Prayers appointed, joyn you 


with him : think that-which he readeth word by word.; andat thelf 
end of every Prayer 'fay heartily, Ame, ' When' any 'part off 
Gods word 1s read, give diligent-care, as tho* God 'WimſeH fpakefÞ 


unto 'you from Heaven, , When *the Miniſter or any other ts a 
bout to Preach, pray earneſtly to'God in' your' heart, that God 


will give him grace rightly. to underftand; and well te utter 


that is needfull to' be Preached. | Do not defire to hear fineſf- 


words, or witty conceits : for the word of God is moft' power} 


ful to Salvation, when "it is moft' plainly *Preached'; becaufe the 
mind -intending only the- will "of God, the heart 'yieldet! 


wholly to the working of the Holy Ghoſt. 'Altho? the Preach4 


er be long in his Sermon, yet be'not weary but give, heed to his 
words untill he have made aniend ;-for it is a diſhonotr unto God 


ti 


The Penitent Confesfion of a Clegy-man, 
if you nReglcA to hear his Meſſenger, Take heed-that you-do not. 
give any vccaſion unto other folk, to turn their mind from ſerving 
God, to gaze ,upun you, or look upon any thing which you bring 
into the Church with. you = for fo you ſhould do much _hara unto 
them,and-wrong unto God. All the while that you are in the Church 
keep your mind. ſtedfaſtly npon God : let nothing move you  to- 
Fivrn your eyes this way,, or that way, but, as a dilh ent,- waiting, 
man, attend upon your Lord and Maſter, who *witt be greatly. 
pleafed to ſee, your heart and mind earneſtly intended- wnto. him, 
Satan will praQice many deviſes. to turn your heart from God ſpe=- 
Fially by ſhewing you fine and beautifull Women, who do common=- 
hy come gliſtering into the Church after Service is well begun, and 
hen ſit, or ſtand 1n the ſight of .Men., When ſervice; is done, ; be- 
pke your ſelf tnto God, and'depart out of the Church -- for it is 
Wo fit place to talk of worldly matters... - GS 


D21iid DaG bit 
If you muſt needs reckon, or pay,. or. receive, money upon the: 


abbath day, yet let it be after Eyening Prayer,. .. - .. 
Were I worthy to give you counſel;, you ſhould eat and, drink. 


ery meaſurably on Sunday at dinner, that you:mighr be the fit-- 


er to ſerye God alſo in the afternoon,, + Many. come, ſeldum in the 
fternoon,. becauſe they cannot find-,in_ their heaxsto.Jeaye their 
orldly pleaſure or profit ;, and Tome - think, they'can ſerve; God 
MW well at. home, as at Church, But do not. you looſe; Evening 
rayer, leaſt, you looſe that which is Prayed for, He is no gaod 


krvant that will not wait upon his Maſter both at, Dinner and at 
upper. And go you to Church, for: there all the, Pariſh joyneth- 


( 


MM prayer with you, W ierefore you. ſhal] be. heard; the: ſooner, 
ime that you tnakeledſt reckoning. of may be in: greater fayour 
ith God, than your. ſelf, and 'then you ſhall ſpeed: the hetter 
n praying with them. What -cauſe ſoever you alledge of not 
oming to Church, others, will be. ready to.follow. your, exam- 
Wc - for they will think they may. as-,yell looſe: their Prayers, 


$ yOu, 5, | eReee: 24 Sa 
f The better day the better deed : therefore love to do any work. 
if Charity.to ſuch as need upon the Sabbath day : to relieve the 
ttet@oor, to viſit the Sick, tro Counſel the Councelleſs, to Comfort the. 
\efcomfortleſs,and to make peace berween parties that are.in. diſagree- 


ent.Delight not much in worldlyPaſtime: for it; is-like the burving 


thalkf Thornes, which make a great crackling; for a little while ;. bur 
by and by all the noiſe cometh to nothing. O-rake it upon' mine. 
#4 Fxperience ;, if you,wed your heart to worldly. Joy, yau ſhall in- 


Jthe end be Joyleſs.. Therefore give your mind to confider right- 


, of time to come, and. ſer your Love and! Delight vpon _ 


<4 
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and a good Conſcience : f+r that is a continual Feaſt which neverſ] 
will forſake yeu, And if you'had once well taſted it, youſſ 
would notexchange it for all the Worlds good. I ſay again, ac-f 
quaint your heart with Heavenly Joy betime : for as that cloathſÞþ 

which 1s thoroughly died black will afterwards take none ob 
ther colour, ſo the heart which is fully poſſeſſed with the love 
- a" will very hardly be turned to Jove the Joy offi 

5 | h 


: Our bleſſed Lord God for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, youchſafe to give 
you Grace, that you may reſt in him, and joy in him, which ig/ 
the right keeping Holy of the Sabbath day. 


 Othe terrible. Wrath of Almighty God, I horribly diſhonon 
red'my Father and Mother even from my Birth, untill they were 
dead and buried. Therefore I could never take good root inf 
any place whitherſoever I came ; great means of happineſs have 
been offered nnto me, but thorough want of Grace I have always 
fived wretchedly, and run into many grievous adverſities. I be 
pan to diſhonovr, grieye, mock, and ſcorn my. dear Mother fol 
bs as I could ſpeak; and fell intoan helliſh ungratiouſneſs, whereÞp 
with I have diſgraced and miſuſed my ſelf ever ſince. In time al 
fo I began to diſhonour, and grieve my Father; in which curſed 
fin 1 continued till his death : Therefore few and troubleſome are 
the days of my Life: and that which is worſt of al), an evil end 
is falling upon me. | | Eph "554 

All Children 'take warnitig by me ; honour your. Parents 'ir 
Heatt, in Word, and in Deed. Reverence them, obey them dif 
ligently, 'and ſtrive to pleaſe them. - Then will Gcd farely bleſs 
you, and you ſhall proſper in Body and Soul. But if you wil 
be lead by the Devil to deſpiſe your Parents, to diſobey them 
and grieve you, and deſtroy you. If you -have any. way misbe 
haved your felves'to Four Parents, cry them mercy upon yourſſl 
knees, and humbly intreat them to pray unts God, that he will] 
forgive you. | 

If your Parents do need your help, help them to the very ut 
termoſt of your: power. When they be ſick, gourto them, tar! 
ry about them, be'ready, and put forth your ſelf to do any thing 
for them. O that Children did know what is the worth of a Fa 
thers, or Mothers Blefling, when their hearts. be comforted by theſſ« 
dutifulneſs of their Child ! They would rather 'than' fail, creeyſ! 
vpon their hands and knees to pleaſe them, EP 
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never The Devil knoweth this to be true, 'and therefore blindeth Chil- 

youſſdrens eyes, and hardneth their hearts, leaſt they, by honduring their 
n, ac-fifather and; Mother, ſhould procure to themſelves the/ manifold 
loathſſbleſſings of God. When your Parents die, mourn for them, and 
1e 0-Jbury them in ſeemly ſort, | | 

love] Never endure to fay or hear any word againſt your Father, or 
oy offtMother. ._ . BET +5 Es 

If you haye any Grandfather and Grandmother, you muſt 'ho- 

glivelnour them as your Father 'and 'Mother. ' Honour-your Uncles and 
ch iggAunts, Brethren, and Siſters, yea, and all your kindred, for your 
fathers and Mothers fake. Moreover, honour all them that have 
een Friends to your Father and Mother :;-'You muſt honour the 
King as your Father, for he under God preferverh you in peace, 
erfrom injury, and violence, Yon muſt love your Country, as your 
infiMother : far in it you were born and brought vp. You muſt ho- 
Four them that are in Authority under the King, and all your ſu- 
ſFteri.urs, For they are means to. keep good order, that you 
may live a quiet life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, Meddle not 
vith .State-matters. above your calling : for it is a ſpiece of aRe- 
ereÞcllious Nature to. call the doings of higher powers into queſtion, 
Find to find fault with them, If any thing ſeem amiſs, pray hum- 
dÞly to God, that he will mercifully cauſe it to be amended : and 
Fo you carefully endeavour to amend your own ſelf, For it may 
be that your fin is ſome part of the cauſe,when there is any want of 
grace In, your ;Governors, This is your belt way ; and not to 
ſpeak evil of thoſe which are in Authority, as I have wicked- 
ly done. PE Nee pp | 
” You muſt honour Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and all Chriſts Mi- 
niſters | as Fathers. For their Office is to feed your Souls ; ſpe- 
cially the. Miniſter of the Parifh, wherein you live, who in mat- 
ter. of -Salvation is as a Mother to nurſe you, and as a Father 
to train. you, .and teach you. ' Have always a reverent opinion of 


as I bave done. | 

ut 1f your heart be poſſeſſed with a diſlike of your Miniſter, go 
tarJto ſome otber. Church to hear the ſervice of God, until you be 
\ingÞin a better, mind : leaſt the il] conceit of the Miniſter make you to 
Famiſtake and be diſtaſted with that which he'Preacheth, Readeth, 
thefſor Prayeth... For then. you ſhopld be'in a fearful caſe, and the 
Devil would enter into you, and make you loath the Holy ſervice 


of God. 
Whiles 


25 
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lYyour Miniſter: for otherwiſe you ſhall greatly endanger your Souls, , $9.55. 
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 Whiles;. you live, blefs your. ſelf from ſaying, and doing.an 
thing, that may diſable the Miniſter of Chriſt : for that. were to 
deſpiſe. Chriſt- himſelf. bi | | 

if you ſay,. he is thus, and, thus unfit for. his. calling, TI. an 
ſwer, as before, if he be ſo, you are bound to pray that he maj 


be amended, What, warrant have. you to judge. God's Mi 


niſter ? Take heed. 

I was once a naughty Seryant.; and therefore do intreat all Ser 
vants to honour them whoſe Servants they are, as if they wer 
their Fathers and Mothers, reverencing and. obeying, and ſerving 
them faithfully, Bleſſed are all good Servants :.for whether thei 
Maſters uſe them well, or no, God will not fait to pour his ble 


ling vpon them. But he will ſprely puniſh naughty Servants, andF, 


naughty Maſters. 
Honour all your Friends and well willers: for they are; 06 
wou!d be, as. your Parents, means to preſerve you. Hate 


harbarous Property, and never be unkind to any that hat! . 


been kind to you, although he be turned from a. Friend to an E 
nemy. 

One unkindeſs, yea, many times a falſe ſuſpicion of unkindnels 
hath made me diſhonour my kind Friends : But if you will pleat 
(£504, praRice the contrary, let not many unkindneſles'cauſe you tt 
torget one kindneſs ; but let, one kindneſs put many unkindneſle 
quite out of mind. 

Reverence your Elders, and all thatare th any. gift or grace 0 


t 


n 
( 
y 
t 


God better. than you -. for = are as, Fathers and Mothers, unt@; 
L Fo 


yoa tro do you {Hine good, at leaſt by example. | 
God made ail People: in his own likeneſs, and there is none | 
l»w but that he may one way or other do you good ; at leal 
by exerciſing your patience, if he be favlty, or your Enemy 
much more by, praying for yoy, if you give him cauſe ſo to do 
therefore honour all people, eyen your Enemies. And' let you 
own Converſation be wife and vertuous, Ieaſt yon. do as 1 hav 
d-ne, difhonouring God that made you, your Parents. tha 
brovght you forth end nouriſhed you, your Governour 
that have the ruling of you, your. Friends that favour and fur 
ther you, for you doing evil are a. diſcredit unto.them-al - yes 


if your bchaviour be not good you diſhonour all the World 


for if you do reſpect. them. as God's People onght to b 
reſpected, you will be aſhamed that any ſhould ſee, or hear e 
yi] of you, | 


A) 
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AJl Parents and bringers up of Children nurture them while 
Jthey be young to fear God and honour you, for ſo they will be fra- 
med'to honour all others, But if in fond Love-you make: your 
: Children your Fellows, or by ill behaviour caufe them: to think 
Funreverently of you, how cat they kindly perform their duty un- 

to you. | 

O that Parents did fo love their Children, that their ſpecia) 
Fare might be to'make them"lowly and/ lovely. to God, and to all 
. Yicople ; O Lord Jeſu, I humbly beech thee to i2y, Amer. 


g.anyf] 
4 


Il am a murderer in heart, in tongue, and in outward works, 
Ftberefore everlaſting life is not in me, my heart js full of uachari- 
tableneſs, ready to miſlike any body, to ſurmiſe evil of them, and 
ſo to entertain furions anger, helliſh hatred, and all deadly en- 
Fnities, my tongue is a ſharp ſword wounding even. my Friends ; 
Yjca, lam like a fool that blindfoldeth himſelf and hurteth he 
Fcareth not whom, when I conceive that any is adyerſary unto 
me, I ſpare no poyſon but revile him bitterty. I have murdered 
MJinany with an evil eye, envying their proſperity ; I have ſtrick- 
Fen and flung at others' with a murderous mind, I have cauſed 
Equarrelling and fighting, 1 have cauſed ſome to looſe the means 
whereby they lived. 1 have hindred others from obtaining. helps 
of preſerving their Life. I have greedily kept in ſtore, vainly wa- 
ſted that, throngh the want whereof many poor have pined with 
bunger-and cold. I have indangered the Salvation of others by 
ws I example, living among them: as one infeted with the Plague ; 
« FI Jca, many ſins like plague ſores breaking and running out continu- 
T ally. All people take warning by me, if you will not be guilty of 
<Y murder, ſhun all the cauſes and occaſions thereof. Donot endure 
') F to take any diſlike of Man, Waman, or Child, nor be too well 
| conceited of your ſelf, for then you ſhall be apt to think ill of 
[ any body -: O that you knew into how many dangers you put your 
ſelf, when you begin to diſlike or deſpiſe any body - for even as 
when your mouth is out of taſte you cannot reliſh any thing be 
-n it never ſo good ; ſoif your mind be ill conceited of another, 
'T whatſoeyer he faith or doth-you condemn it. But you may fay, 
Fe ſhall I not diſlike ſuch as I do ſee and hear to be evil ? I anſwer 
'L firſt, you may by fight and hearing take your taſte amiſs,. as the 
Phariſee did in diſliking the Publican, whoſe heart was better _ | 
0} liked of God than the Phariſees, that diſliked him. Seconely, al- i 
though another be ſo bad as you ſee and hear that he is ; yet thou 
muſt diſlike none otherwiſe than for your own fins you diſlike 
your ſelf. Sorry you are, and much oi: with your fins, if 
L'2 You 
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 Whiles, you-live, ble$s your. ſelf -from ſaying, 'and doing..af 
thing, that may diſable the Miniſter of Chriſt : for that. were top, 
dcſpile. Chriſt bimſelf.. . nh Td. | 

If you ſay, he is thus, and, thus unfit for. his. calling. T. an 
ſwer, as before, if he be ſo, you are bound to pray that he maj 
be amended What, warrant have. you to judge. God's Mi 
niſter ? Take heed. 

| was once-a naughty Servant.z and therefore do intreat all Serf, 
vants to honour them:whole Servants they are, as if they werf 
their Fathers and Mothers, reverencing and. obeying, and ſerving} 
them faithfully, Bleſſed are all good Servants -.for whether thei 
Maſters uſe them well, or no, God will: not fait to pour his ble 
ling upon them. But he will ſurely puniſh naughty Servants, and], 
naughty Maſters. : 

Honour all your Friends and well willers: for they are, © 
wou!d be, as. your Parents, means to preſerve you. Hate 
Harbarous Property, and never be unkind to any that hatly: 
been Kind to you, although he be turned from a. Friend to an E 
One unkindeſs, yea, many times a falſe ſuſpicion of unkindneli 
hath made me diſhonour my kind Friends : But if you will pleat 
(304, praftice the contrary, let not many unkindneſles'cauſe you t( 
torget one kindneſs ; but let, one kindneſs put many unkindneſl 
quite out of mind. 

Reverence your Elders, and all thatare th any. gift'or grace 0 
God better. than you -. for they are as, Fathers. and Mqgthers unt@; 
yoa to do you fine good, at feaſt by example. " 

God made ail People: ia his own likeneſs, and there is'none f 
{»w but that he may one way or other do you good ; at lea 
by exercifing your patience, if he be faulty, or your Enemy 
much more by praying: for yoy, if you give him cauſe ſo to dv 
therefore honour all people, eyen your Enemies. And' let yo. 
own Converſation be wife and vertaous, leaſt yon. do as 1 hav 
d-ne, difhonouring God that made you, your Parents. tha 
brovght you forth and nouriſhed. you, your Governourſ. 
that have the ruling of you, your. Friends that favour and fur 
ther you, for you doing evil are a. diſcredit unto.them-a} : ye: 


if your bchaviour be not good you diſhonour all the World 


for if you do reſpeCct. them, as God's People onght to b 
reſpected, you will be aſhamed that any ſhould ſee, or heare 
yil of you, | 


A] 
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AJl Parents and bringers up of Children nurture them while 
they be young to fear God and honovr you, for fo they will be fra- 
med'to honour all others, But if in fond -Love:you' make- your 
en Children your Fellows, or by ill behaviour caufe' them' to think 
Funreverently of you, how can they kindly perform their duty un- 
5 Miy.» you. Y : 
O that Parents did ſo love their Children, that their ſpecia] 
werlſ are might be to'make'therilowly and/ lovely. to God, and to all 
. Jjxople ; O Lord Jeſu, 1 humbly beſeech thee to {2y, Ame. 


I an 


Il am a murderer in' heart, in tongue, and in outward works, 
” therefore everlaſting life is not in me, my heart is full of unchari- 
tableneſs, ready to miſlike any body, to ſurmiſe evil of them, and 
fo to entertain furions anger, helliſh hatred, and all deadly en- 
Fnities, my tongue is a ſharp ſword wounding even my Friends ; 
arſe, 1 am like a fool that blindfoldeth himſelf and hurteth he 
Fe” careth not whom, when I conceive that any is adyerſary unto 
me, I ſpare no poyſon but revile him bitterty. I have murdered 
Jmany with an evil eye, envying their proſperity ; I have ſtrick- 
Fen and flung at others with a murderous mind, I have cauſed 
a quarrelhing and 'fighting, 1 have cauſed ſome to looſe the means 
(ef bereby they lived. - I have hindred others from obtaining. helps 
© of preſerving their Life, I have greedily kept in ſtore, vainly wa- 
_ Jſted that, throngh the want whereof many poor have pined with 
-. hunger-and cold. I have indangered the Salvation of others by 
"Jillexample, living among them: as one infe&ted with the Plague ; 
; Ayea, many ſins like plague ſores breaking and running out continu- 
! { ally. All people take warning by me, if you will not be guilty of 
© murder, ſhun all the cauſes and occaſions thereof, Donot endure 
ys to take any diſlike of Man, Waman, or Child, nor be too well 
1”'f conceited of your ſelf, for then you ſhall-be apt to think ill of 
TJ any body - O that you knew into how many dangers you put your 
b, ſelf, when you begin to diſlike or deſpiſe. any body - for even as 
may when your mouth is out of taſte you cannot” reliſh any thing be 
ys it never ſo good ; ſoif your mind be ill conceited of another, 
I whatſoeycr he ſaith or doth-you condemn it. But you may ſay, 
14 ſhall I not diſlike ſuch as I do ſee and hear to be eyil ? I anſwer 
h firſt, you may by fight and hearing take your taſte amiſs, as the 
 *F Phariſee did in diſliking the Publican, whoſe . heart was better 
FA liked of God than the Phariſees, that diſliked him. Secondly, 
though another be ſo bad as you ſee and hear that he is ; yet thou 
muſt diſlike none otherwiſe than for your own ſins you diſlike 


your ſelf. Sorry you are, and much diſpleaſed with your fins, if 
E''2 Yau 
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you be a trve Chriſtian ; but yet you hate not your ſelf, you dd 
aot rail upon your-ſelt ;. but -loving your -felf you; hide yours 
faults :- So muſt you-do to others, for if you love them, love coverdſo 
'eth a multitude of ſins, But if, you hate any. of Gods people ya 
370 a murderer : therefore take heed, follow the Counſel of the 

' Holy Ghoſt, whatſcever cauſe is given you to be angry, Paciſk 
your {eif, and let not wrath ſtay long in- your heart ; leaſt youſi 
citeitaln the Devil, who: will fill you.-with hate, -and deſire « 
revenge. If any do- hart you in word: or,;decd; firſt conſider 
well, whether you have given any cauſe either ipeciaily touching 
that Farty, or by any-misbehavionr ;. examine your heart bef 
fore the face of God, as he ſhall judge your Soul, and if you find. 
your ſelf any way in fault; cry God mercy both for your ownf; 
lins, and for his that hath thereupon done you harm; or if you 
had nat givcn cauſe, he had not finned in harming you by word 
or deed. , 

But if your Conſcience be clear, that you be hart by them, tof 
whom you have gives no cauſe, then if you can have true pati 
ence, you are Gods own Child, If a man were by the Laws off 
the Realm condemned to die a. grievous death, and might eſcape 
with condition that his .Coat ſhould be beaten, and he take it pa 
tiently, it 15 tobe thought that he would be very glad of the con 
4ition, and ſtrive to be patient: Yon are a ſmner, and therefore 
by the Laiy of God worthy to ſuffer Death in- Hell Fire, whereſ 
il: damned are ever in cxtream pangs of death, and yet they ne 
cr die, God of his mercy offereth you pardon. through Jeſus 
Ghriit;upon condition that you ſhall patiently ſuffer the adverlities, 
and injuries ofthe World. Therefore look well to your ſelf, and 
by your- Patience keep your Soul, leaſt breaking the conditionf 
you forteit your pardon, and fo be tormented. Take heed how 
you judge of any body, for you may be many ways deceived, even 
12 that which you ſee, much more, in-that which you hear, and 
moſt of all in that which you furmiſe. - - | 41 

Poinot wiſh, no nor imagine any evil to happen upon any: 0 
Gods people ; but think; and wiſh well to all, yea, to your Ene- 
nies, pray earneſtly to God for them. Do not rejoyce to ſee, 
or hear any evil of others, but ſorrow and grieve at it ; nor grieve 
to ſee or hear of: the proporty of- others, but rejoyce at it. Then 

'2re you: 1n Charity; elle not, | | 
 Whatſoever adverſity happenth unto you, humble your elif 
to God, and take it patiently, leaſt you hurt both body and Soul 
:\ith worldly forrow, as I have-done. Have a good Conſcience 
rards God, and be in Charity and Peace with all people ; then 

"tng can overcome you, | e 
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'ou da Be flow to ſpeak, and when you ſpeak let your ſpeech be graci- 
. Yours, powdred with Heavenly ſalt, that you' may harm none of 
overgods people in any word that you- utter, Before you ſpeak, be 
le youfell advited what yon ſay 3; of whom, and to whom, what you 
f they? For you muſt give a reckoning of every idle word. One 
YIacifggedleſs word draweth out another, and commonly cauſeth much 
t youil Communication. Take .heed of whom yon ſpeak : for: you 
re offuſt not-call any bodies name in queſtion, unleſs it: be to . fome 
afdenpod and charitable purpoſe. It is an helliſh property of mine 
chingh occaſion fpecch of any in place where they are likely to be 
af | ſpoken of, whereby I ſet them as a mark for others to ſhoot 
1 HNGE, 
own Take heed to whom you ſpeak - for ſome are of that quali- 
' you, that you can hardly ſay any thing to them, but they will pick 
wordme evil out of it. | | Thereforc let your words be few, and wiſely 
oken. - E:b8: | 
n, tof Never ſpeak word to. reproach any Man, Woman, or Child. It 
pati$naught to revile our Enemy, worſe to ſpeak ill of him that ne- 
'$ offer did harm ; bnt an horrible wiekedneſs to diſgrace your Friend. 
capeome will fay, It is-not lawfoll to call a Spade, a Spade ? I anſwer 
: pa-Jou by a notable example. St. Jude writeth, that 2fichael the Arch-' 
con-ngel being in ſtrife with the Devil, durſt not give any reproach- 
forefot] word. Why durft he not ? Surely for difpleaſing God, If it 
hereſe diſpleaſing to God that.an Holy Angel ſhould ſpeak any reproach 
' ne-Þp the Devil, how can we-fafely quip, taunt, revile, defame, cutie, 
ſefusknd bann one another ?. { Tv XF 
ties] A word of reproacl..is grievous to him of whom it is ſpoken, 
andſmaketh. others to think hardly of him, and may caufe his deſtra- 
CionEtion, | Fo 
ow] Curſers are murderers, for if it pleaſe God, to ſuffer their curſe 
venſſo take effeQ, the party curſed is murdered by the Devil.: - 
and} They thac ſooth and flatter others: in eyil, are murderers: for 
' they thruſt them forward into deſtruQion. 
' off Never practice any deceit to draw 'another into danger : for 
.ne-IGod hateth blood thirſty and deceitful men. | : 
ſee] Be not donble tongued, to ſpeak fair to ones face, and-foul bes 
eveſhind . his.back. | | Þ bop 3 36:73 
henſj Make no debate, nor be a Tale-carrier - for all' ſuch are 
ſet a work by the Devil, to cauſe miſchief and murder in 


ſeliſthe World. 


Uſe 


1 he Pentient Confesſion of -a Clergy-man. 

Uſe no Man, Woman, or Child uncharitably : be kind-to all 
and cruel to none, . Be careful to ſuccour the needy, leaſt they” 
periſ-through want of that which you. might do for them. © Go ofÞ* 
ten to them that are ſick, but go with a good intent; to good pur" 
poſe. Sickneſs warneth the ſick to prepare towards HeavenF' 
Therefore you mult not talk much of Earthly matters : for a ſmal vl 
touch plucketh him downward that is. weakly -going:up-the hill 
but help him upward the beſt that you can with Heavenly Com i 
munication, | F 

Take heed that you give none evil example in Word off, 
Deed, for it is like the poyſoned infe&tian of the plague, which" 
may go far and cauſe the deſtrution of many. ; 

H-you would be clear from all blood-guiltineſs, flee from. en? 
mity, antHabour to be in peace, and to make peace. | F 

Tobein pure peace, firſt and foremoft with God. : for if there® 
be enmity between Gcd, and you, you take the way to murder} 
your own Soul. Secondly, if you can poſlibly with a good ConF#? 
ſcience have peace with all people, -yea, ſue and ſeek for it. 
Becauſe' enmity can hardly be without much uncharitableneſsF 
And. grievous is the danger thereof; as I find and feel by woeF' 
fullexperience. If your ways pleaſe God, as mine did never, he 
will makeyour Enemies to be 1n peace with you. : And then youſf' 
ſhall proſperouſly -pra&ice to be a make-peace between God andff' 
your Neighbour, and between Neighbour and Neighbour, by yourſf 
godly Lite-and good Counſel. When you ſee or hear any that; ard 
in enmity, pity their caſe, and if their houſe were a fire, and they 

. thernſelves likely to. be burned; pray unto-Ged for them, that the 
may-be rightly agreed ; and prattice what good means you canf 
to quench the fire ; but come not too near it, Jeaſt you be al 
ſo-fired ; meddle not foo much with the points in Controver-F 
fie: for it is a very dangerous buſineſs. Keep your ſelf always 
indifferent, not. holding with one, nor with the other -'-for aff 
partaker cannot be thought to bear an even hand betweenff 
them. Remember well the ſaying of Solomon, It is Honour 

Prov. 20. for a Man to keep himſelf out of Contention , but Fools will bel 
meddling. © | 

Strive to live quietly : So ſhall you eſcape many troubles, pre:[ 
vent much miſchief, and enjoy many bleſſings. | 

Alas ! how ſhall I do; without holineſs none ſhall ſee God ; I 
have always poſſeſſed my body in unholineſs, and diſhonour : forſ 
even from my Childhood I was, and am defiled with fleſhly luſt, 
which hath conſumed my body, and cankred my Soul, fo = 


. The Penitent Confesſion of a Clegj91an. 
© anf2m before God a moſt vgly Monſter, and a deteſtable loathſome 
- thee retch. * This helliſh fire was firſt kindled in my heart by ſee- 
30 offs Lewd ©behaviouf, and” harkning to filthy ralk,' whereby I 
| pur$1ew to. be of ſo beaſtly an imagination, that 1 could hardly fee 
aven' hear any thing, but preſently I turned it to ſome meaning- of 
ſmajſÞpſt. To quench this fire 1 ſome time thought upon Origer's re- 
> hillþþedy, ſome time I purpoſed Marriage, but all in vain: for to 
ComS"ls day, 1 continued enflamed with it, and never had the Grace to 
& freed from ir. 
4 of Q all ye Chiidten of Men, live in fear of God, and begin-be- 
rhickÞiwes to hate this fooliſh and filthy fin; for if it once take poſ- 
eſſion of your heart, ir will haunt you ike an evil ſpirit, there- 
n.enpre do not endure to fee, hear, or think, any Uncleaneſs. If any 
egin to talk, read, or ſing matter of bealſtlineſs, flee out of their 
-herelompany : for it is the devil that ſetteth them a work to fire 
rdefFour hearts. Whatſcever tewd balade, book, or picture cometit 
Con#Þ your hands, tear it allto pieces, or burn it to aſhes : for who- 
r it {ever made it, the Devil deviſed ir for your deſtrution, If God 
ne $0 ſee that you hate ail cauſes of filthineſs he will love you dearly, 
noend many excellent graces he will give unto'you. _ 
- bel Parents, and Goyernours of children, keep them carefully from 
'youſ#'e delight of this fin, It is not good that boys, and girls ſhould 
andffic in bed together, nor play in private -places: for the Devil 
ourFfatcheth his time to work his temptation upon them. It is 
-arefirange,, and I ſhould not believe it, but that I remember it, ſince 
they Was a "Child, how younglings will draw one another to this fi 


theyſ"y fin, - 


ver-ſfarts to pray, and to praftiſe for Chaſtity. 


rays ©. moſt, Holy Lord God, who: in the beginning of this World 


r aflidſt make Man .and Woman, .and marry them together, ordain- 
eenflivg that they ſhould with fo undefiled hearts increaſe their kind, 
nourſes In cating and 'drinking they nouriſh their bodies: But ever 


1 beffince Satan by temptation had drawn them away from thee, thine 


holy ordinance is broken, for people do rather give themſelves to 
Ire- the delight of beaſtly luſt, than to the defire of bleſſed increaſe. 

Whereupon they pamper and paint out themſelves, that: they 
may follow their fitthinefs, and allure one another thereunts. 
. JI[Moreover, by- the procurement of our old Enemy: the Devil, 


forſthis World is ſo full of temptation, that 1 am contitmally in | 


aft [danger by ſeeing, hearing, or ſome one- way: or another to 


thah bs infected by loathſome luſt :. yea, altho there were not un . 
] | 0 1: 0UR- 


y- All people, if you deſire by the Grace of God, to be preſerved | 
> alffrom this fiery filthineſs, .in the name of Jeſus'Chriſt, ſettle your _ 
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5 Ihe Penitent Confesſiion of a Clergy-man, 
abundance of outward alurements, yet mine, own heart is read 
to . betray. me to the. Devil, Therefore I do humbly beſeec 
thy Bleſſed Majeſty, that it may pleaſe thee to preſerve ml 
from all temptations of luſt all the days of my life. And if 
be thy will that I ſhall marry, good Lord give unto me- a vet 
tuous Wife, that we may Chriſtianly live together, not in thi 
unſatiable luſt of Uncleanneſs, as they that know thee'. not]; 
but in ſuch godly temperance that our minds may be holy, of 
bodies healthy, our Children, if thy pleaſure, be to ſend us an 
holy, and able to do thee ſervice. Moſt merciful God, grant m 
' this my prayer for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt*s ſake, to whom with the 
and the Holy Ghoſt be all honour, and glory henceforth - for « 
vermore..... Amer. Wh 

Now withdaily prayer joyn diligent praftice. Give your ſdy 
to ſome good exerciſe and labour, flie from idleneſs : Pamper n( 
yorr bodies with gluttony and drunkenneſs, but uſe very ſob 
dict - abhor all bravery of Apparel, be cloathed only as becomet 
a Chriſtian in your degree. 
Whatſoever it be that, moveth you any. way to the thought, il 
deſire of luft, leave it and turn from it, 
+ 1 do heartily wiſh holineſs to all people, but being a wretcl 
*d. Man, -I do ſpecially intend my confeſſion unto Men, | 
_-; All men, young, orold, I befeech you give your heart ar 
mind to holy thoughts, and- heayenly deſires, deteſt all m6 
.ons of filthineſs, which tend to diſpleaſe God, and deſtroy bo 
body and ſoul. ENS 
. : Donet.muſe of Women, nor let your eyes be_ delighted 
beholding their beauty and fineneſs ; give no regard to their cc 
behaviour, tripping, and dancing. Take no pleaſure ia hearir 
their delicate talking, ſweet-ſinging, and amorovs playing «. fe 
the' Devil / is- ready when you are any way touched. with  d 
light of Women, preſently to kindle his fire -in your heart. 
not mugh .familiar with any. Woman, ſpecially alone : for it wl 
efuſe danger to you, and ſuſpicion to others. If you ſee a w] 
man--to be very fellow!y, judge her not, for ſhe may be good 
but be: yon a ſtranger unto her, leaſt Satan make you - nayghlſ 
-Do: not dally, juſt, -or. play with Women, leaſt -it happen vat | 
you,-as t0. the flic that. playeth about the-Candle, . till the hay 
 ſpoited her-flying. -. . To on 
| * As yoru-mult . carefully keep your ſelves' from being enflamd] 
with ' Juſt, ſo alſo you ought to take great heed, that you gi 
none occafion to enfiame any of Gods people. O what # 
kelliſh part it is to joyn with the Devil in tewpting others 


The Peritent Confesſion of '4 Cleray-may:; 


rea man and. his Wife ſhould .not dally one - with--another inthe 
ofce0ght of :any, no not of their own Children, leaſt it moye them 
ve p09 evilthoughts: - An Heathen Man among Heathen People, was 
id if Jpot to great diſgrace, becauſe he kiſſed his Wife in the fight of 
his Daughter. This is a notable example for Chriſtians that make 
.- no Conſcience to infett others by word, and deed, apparel, geſture 
-int : 2 » *PPACFL, EcaLUTE, 
- not$22d every way that can be deviſed : you know that Chrilt ith, 
y, a" were better. for a man to. be caſt into- the Sea with a Mil- 
ao; woe about.his neck, then to, give any occaſion to make another 
| (0 110, 
wo O ye Women, I pray you that for Chriſt's ſake ye will conſider, 
or uy God was fo diſpleaſed with the Daughters of Sion, for their 
fine attire, and wanton behaviour ; and alſo why the Holy Ghoſt 
\fq1$oth will Chriſtian Women to deck themſelves with vertues, 
'er ($924 Not with coſtly raiment : Surely it ſeemeth to me, that one 
"© auſe is the great danger of Men, who are inticed to luſt by the 
omedſrimneſs of Women, And is not -another cauſe the waſting of 
God's :roods upon vain Ornaments ? Take heed leaſt God do one 
Way call you to a reckoinng for every Penny idly beſtowed, and 
for every man by your means tempted. O the modeſty of Wo- 
Snen, . what an heavenly preſervative and remedy it is againſt 
Luſt. 


”y 
ret 
t and Young men pray humbly, and frequently to God, that you be 
orÞot ſtained with Luſt ; and if - you find your bodies dangerouſly 

bo ſubje& thereunto, ſtrive to keep your minds clean. Rather than 
/ Phhield to any unlawful a&: of fleſhlineſs, intend your ſelf to marry ; 
or marriage is an honourable calling, and holy before God, It 
OY be unmarried and very rich, with diſhoneſty, 1f you mean to 
marry, pray unto God that he will give you grace, well and wiſely 
to govern and maintain a married life - pray alfo that he will match 
You with a godly Wife. And as you pray, ſo praQtiſe by all goad 
means to procure the bleſſings which you pray for. Commending 
your ſelf to the pleaſure of God : be well adviſed before you make 
choice of a Wite, and when you have once ſetled your mind, let 
upl: nothing cauſe you to repent, or forſake your choice : I had been 
oe married Man, and freed from the flames of Luſt, but that I gave 
/4;Jcare'to thoſe that diſliked the party, whom I had good cauſe to 
"like and to love, notwithſtauding whatſoever they could fay a- 
lamed Sainſt her : I was accurſed, and therefore unſtedfaſt in all good 
1 gi courſes. 
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is far better to be married and very poor, with honeſty ; than to Efa. 3.16. 


34 'Fhe Penitent Confesſrion of a Clergy-man.. 
Being determined to marry a Woman, hate the thought of ma 
king her your Concubine, before ſhe be your lawful Wife : leal | 
God in.great diſpleaſure do lay ſome one plague or another ups! 
you. O that you knew what-a bleſſedneſs it is for a man and a Wo 
man to come into the Church before the face of God, and his Anf 
gels, there to. be married, being both undefiled, 


Have been a theifmany ways: when was a child; I remem 

ber 1 was given to ſteal apples, and afterward I purloined dif 
vers thipgs, yea money from my Father and Mother : I boughſÞ|# 
things and never paid for them -- I did ſteal Books, and: deceiveſ{it 
others by many ſhifts : when I was put in truſt to buy any thin 
for another, I made they believe that Fpaid-more for it, than inſſ 
deed I did : and commonly took up mueh Commodities for minſit 
own ule, and left it upon their reckoning whom I ſerved ; ſpeſſ 
cially when I was a young Scholer in the Univerſity, where I dig 
much wrong to my good Friends, ; 

When 1 bovght any thing, F made much adv to get it betteſſþ 
and cheaper than- it was worth ; diſprailing it, and promiſing tÞp 
help the ſeller to Cuſtom. 1 have bought things for half the worthſſ 
of ſuch as have wanted money. Contrariwiſe if 1 ſold a thing 
talſely praiſed and prized it at more than it was worth, profeſſ 
That-l wou!d not: have parted from it but: for. need of money, « 
for love of the buyer. 1 have made them pay- extremely thaſſſt 
were carneſt to buy any thing which I had: __ 

If I found any thing, I cloſely kept it to my ſelf; yea, and ſome 
time | found things before they were loſt. { 

Once one found certain Money, who ſeeing me go that wayſ 
thought it had-been mine, and therefore gave it me, and 1 took i 
for my own, although I loſt none- 
I have taken reward for doing many things, which I did nota 
Lovght to have done. | 

| have rot well rewarded many that did for me, yea I have di 
verſe times done evil to them, that did good: to me. 

[n matter ofreckoning, when ſome have not remembred ſo muc 
as I owed: unto them, —_ them according to their reme 
brance, and kept the reſidue to my ſelf againit my Conſcience. 

1 have taken wages for ſchooling Children, and miniſtring i 


the Church, but did not perform my duty, and therefore. a 
a Thief, 


1.hay 


— . 


The Penitent Confesſion of a Clergy-man; 
pf ma] 1 have been given to gaiming, and therein pra&iſed deceit, 
 leafyhich people do call foul play ; but before the face of God it is 
* upeQ'ery theff, ffi 
2 We 1 bave by fair words, and pleaſing promiſes gotten many things 
is Anfot others, for which 1 made no recompence. 

1 have ſet ſome to work for me, and have paid them too little 
for their pains. | 

mem I have been a broker to help one to get Goods from another 
ed diffonce I was a means to make a man give Houſe and Land, from his 
oughſ{kindred to another. In performing which work I wrought with 
eiveſthe Devil, and practiſed much deceit. 

thin I have borrawed things, and either not reſtored them at all, or 
an infſ}ot in ſo good ſort, as I received them. I have heartened ſome to 
minruſt others, by whom they have been deceived. 

ſpeſ- I have many ways waſted and hurt the goods of other folk care- 
I dite6ly, coyetouſly, and ſpitefully. 

I have oftentimes been very partial in queſtion touching goods 
2ettelletween party and party; becauſe I have been ill conceited of the 
1g tone, or well opinioned of the other, or thought ro be a gainer by 
orthſthe buſineſs. I have many ways counſelled, aided, and concealed 
ing unrighteouſneſs. 
eſſingl . By 'all theſe ways, and many more, which-I cannot remember, I 


ten againſt thieves, doth take hold on me, and will not leave me 
: Ftill 1 be brought to nought, 

O ye people of God, for Chriſt's ſake be careful to keep your 
ſlves true, and juſt. Do not get ſo much as a pin with an evil 
wajfconſcience : for howſoever the Devil blindeth you, yet one day 
ok iyou ſhall ſee, that all naughty gain will have a naughty end. Pra- 

iſe no deceit, nor cruelty in buying, ſelling, chopping, ' chang- 
Jing, borrowing, lending, gaiming, or any way elſe; for God will 
ſurely lay his vengeance upon all that make any unjuſt gain, or dis 
miniſh the goods of others. 

- Make no commodity by any trade, or pradtiſe that hindreth 
your neighbour, or Is againſt a common good, Do not take, or 
nem hold from any that which in conſcience is due unto them: goods 
wrongfully gotten or kept from the right owner, do continually 
IJ cry unto God for juſtice againſt you. 
all Therefore if you have by any manner of means hurt,fhindred, or 
diminiſhed the good of any, yield duerecompence upon true repen- 
tance, to the party wronged, or if he be dead, to his Heirs; or if he 
be dead without Heirs, or you cannot find the Party to whom reſti= 
tution is due, give it to the poor, But if you have noability to make 

£2 ſatisfaction, 


hay 


have been 3 thief, and therefore the huge book of God's curſes writ- ""S"IOY 


I, 2, 33 4* 


36: The Penittzit Confesſion-of 4 Clergy-mans: . 
ſatisfaRion,confeſs the wrong to the:Party whom:yqu haye wrong- | 
ed, and, pray :him to forgive yau z and at. leaſt: pray. unto God/I( 
continually that he will plentifully recompence them, whom you} 
have injured,/pouring upon them his bleſſings in body.and Soul, If 
yon think that Chriſt's Religion doth- not. require fatisfaCtion of 
wrongs, you are deceiyed ; for Zzchens inſtre&ed of Chrilt, offred 
that if he had done wrong to any man he woulkl give to the. party 
wronged four times ſo much, as the damage came'to. ; 
Therefore needs-muſt fingle fatisfa&ion. be due, a penny, for a- 
penny, and a pound for pound.. e | 
If you ask, whether I follow this leſion. or noi? T anfwer ny}! 
Conſcience doth tie me unto it, Therefore ſome. ſatisfa&tion 1 have 
made, and ſome more by the-grace of God I will make; and that 
which I cannot- do through want of-ability, I muſt*crave of God 
that he- will ſupply: I do-not ſpeak to honour. mp. felf ; but:to glo- 
rifie Ged, who is my judge, and to\ibenefit you, who are his:peos. 
ple, [I have paid twenty ſhillings at-ounce: by way ofreſtution, to: 
him that could not cleam ſo much: as a peny due; becauſe-I had 
fermerly paid him his own reckoning ; who thereu held-him-- 
{elf fatisffied, but. my Conſcience did: -teſtifie that | owed more! 
unto him. % | 2F1Y 
7 Some have judged 'me fooliſh, and vain glorious, becauſe 1 ap- 
_ . peared. to ſuccour ſome few poor people :-I'do not. juſtifie my felf; 
'* for it is God that truely feeth, and judgeth all things. But my: 
conſcience is,that] am bound to give much, by. way of recompence: 
tg: the poor ;. becauſe many that I have. wronged: are dead; bt if 
they, bealiye, ] know not where: to find then :.and therefore muſt! 
follow. St. Pauls direftion, who faith; Lee him that ſtole, teal ny 
. mare, but let. him rather labour, working with his hands that which is 2009, 
Eph: 4+ 28+ thar be may have toin part tinto ſuch that have need. 9392 Of S108 
_ Alt Chriſtians ought to put- themſelves to take, any pains, yea 
ſach-as they were never brought up unto, rather than to maintain 
themſelves with the hindrance of- others. o7 9713 Mnf 
. Beware of flothtulneſs, waſtfulneſs, and unthriftineſs : for they 
will bring you into neceſlity : and then you muſt livelike a drone, 
if not by wicked ſhifting, yet by baſe beggery. Godly thrift is a 
great vertue, having diligenceto provide things neceſſary truly and 
righteouſly, and care to ſave and keep things gotten, yet without" 
filthy niggardneſs and unmercifulneſs, 


Luk. 19-8 


Take, 


Take heed, leaſt through your Countenance, Counſe], or 


! Commendation | you cauſe one to ſuffer loſs 'by another : for 


1 yorfif you do, the Foſs before God ſhall be regu ired at your hands, 


wiſe 'than | thought of them, 1 rake much: deliglit in _ 


If the word of God be rus; a5 without doubt i it 1s; that. ai Falſe Prov. 


[witneſs ſhall riot be unpuviſhed , and he that he ſpeaketh: lies ſhall J' 


periſh; then. am I in a fearful caſe, for I have made many; lies 
and bor n. much falſe-witneſs, þ have Hienified many! things :ather-. 


ſtrange reports, -and ſuch! as are vither © altogether!:untrue , 


pieced up with lies, or at leaſt very uncertain, andinot like to be 
true. Alſo I love lies. and when I hear them, [ uphold them, 
; Flome time for. my own advantage, ſome time:to pleaſe others, and 


fome time to hart them that I love not. Hereby. it plainly =P: 
peareth whoſe Child I am : for God i is the Father of truth, and. 


Fthe the Devil Father: of lying. 


| For Gads fake therefore all people 1 beſeech you hate wing; do 
not ſignifie, or maintain any word that is untrue, -altho? you. might 


Such benefit your ſelf by it : unleſs ih-very Contcience you be per- 
'Efwaded and chave good reaſon. ts move you - that ſachia thing; is 
Ftrue, utter it not. Be no commen reporter 'of: News, nor much 
given to, talk ; for ſuch people do utter many ies.» In bear- 
q 17-4 Witneſs 'be 'well adviſed what you fay; 'and: with. what-in- 
Ftent ; for. you may be a falſe :Witneſs many ways, and-ſometime 
7 not perceive it your. ſelf. Falſe Witneſs is a lie-in matter, or 


In Wein. The matter teſtified is falſe altogether, ior: in ſome 


part. eſtimony altogether falſe'-is' thi: where there is , King 
Y ik "lt true, as. they which witneſſedagainſt' Naborb; tha he ,;. 


had ſpoken. againſt God, and the' King : whereas he ha not-ſpo- 
ken any thing againſt God; or the King. - 

. A-Teſtimony partly falſe, ts when ſomewhat. is put to, or-put 
out, or ſome word altered. Wy F; 

Of putting to, we have an Sage in the Fins; whodteuſed 
Chriſt to Plate. the Emperours'D , that” he did? forbid !men | 


It is true that he ſaid he was Chriſt a King ; but falſe that -he:for-+ 2 :. 


bad men to.pay tribute to the Emperor, for wo willed: youre £0 Mar. 15. 
pay, yea,, and paid for himſelf. 24,25, 26, 


Of leaving out we have an exainple in the Devil; who,.to 27. 
perfivade Chriſt to'throw himſelf down from the top of the Tom- 
ple, told him thar it is written tm the-word of God; the. Angek of 


God hada charge given them to keep Chrift from- hurting; himfelf. -- Oh 6 


Here the Devil left out theſe words, In all rby ways: which he 
would 


to pay tribute to the Emperor, 2H1 That he waiiChyiſt aiKing. Mat, 22 


" TheP! emit eat C onfes ſen of A C tergy- 7AM). | 37 | 


1s 


'Fhe Penitent Confesſion of. 4 Clergy-man. | 
would not ſpeak, becauſe he intended that, Chriſt ſhould not- take 
the way to go down -: by ſtairs: ; but tempt God in falling from p 
the top, '' | Hh 537 345 do "OY 

Of aa ſome word we have an Example in the two fallel* 

mat. 26, Witneſſes that accuſed Chriſt, faying,. This Man/aid, 1 can deſtriy(.; 
63. the Temple of God, and bui'dit in three days. Whereas Chriſt ſaid, De-ſ, 
Froy ye this Temple, and 7 will build it in three days. | 
Joh. 2. 19-- You may teſtifie of another that which he hath ſaid or done, andſ, 
yet: miſtake his meaning. - So when Chriſt ſaid, Deſtroy ye this Tem, 
ple :, he meant his body - but his adverſaries took it, that he meant 
- the Temple that was-built of Lime and Stone, | 

When David fied from the Court of King Sal, and came toff- 
Abimelec the Prieſt ; he knowing none otherwiſe. but that hel, 
was ſtill in 'the King?s favour, gave him entertainment ; .. andf. 
was therefore fally: accuſed of one Doeg, to have conſpired with 

2avid againſt the King ; who thereupon put him to death and 
all his kindred. =iF.- | 

It is a grievous thing to conſider how both words and deeds are 
commonly miſtaken, to the great wrong of many people, yea, that 
which is.more grievous, when a thing cannot 1n it ſelf be miſtakenſ; 
we preſume to find.out ſome. bad cauſe that: moved the party to 
fay it, -or doit. $7 9 pmvek 21 | | 

When the Apoſtles by the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt ſpake 
in ſtrange Languages good matter; ſome ſaid they were drunk. 
When Chriſt caſt out Devils ; ſome ſaid he was a Conjurer, and 
wrought with the DGevil.} Fob living an upright: Life, the Devil; 
accuſed him that in-his heart he was a. diflembler, and would ſerve 
God no longer than; God fed him with gitts; and when he was 
proved a Lyer in that, yet he urged, that if. Job were bodily pu- 
nifhed with Diſeaſes, he would ſhew himſelf falſe hearted to Gad: 
which alſo proved a falſe witneſs. S 

Among all the Apprentiſes that the Deyil hath in the Trade 
of falſe Witneſling and Lying, none go beyond them that will 
accuſe. men for well-doing, as they that . accuſed Dazzel for. ſay- 
ing his Prayers, alledging, that therein he ſhewed an ill mind tof 
the King. ; 

You may teſtifie againſt a man that which 1s true, and yet be-J| 
fore the face of God, be within compals of a falſe Witneſs; as he} 
that accuſed Afofes of killing an  Eeypriar, gave true teſtimony :[Þ 
for Moſes did ſo indeed, therefore the accuſer ſpake the truth ; but 
not truly, that is, not 4n-zeal to the truth, but in malice to Moſer 
who told him of his fault. E 

0 
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mY Secondly, you mult love the party-of. whom: you- ſpeak ; for it- 
Jr is very true, that evi] will cannot ſpeak wel), but one way or ano- 


» *(Tther it will out-run your Conſcience, Therefore if your-heart be 

_ oat of Charity with any, refrain your ſelf from meddling with 
298 them 3; becauſe the Wrath of Mans worketh not the: Righteouſneſs of Jam. 1.20, 
ant Thirdly;. whatſoever. you-ſee or hear of others, either meddle Ns 
—  fnot with it according to Sr. Pauls Leſion, Strive to be quiet. and * Tell: 4+ il 
e do your buſneſs: or if it ſo concern// you, : that 'you! mult needs ” i 
t be rhink + and ſpeak of it, take good heed that! you do not miſtake It 
*Yany part of it; for miſtaking; breedeth lies, and it is a ſin to | 
belie the Devil: many things are- ſo ſaid and ſo done, that they "1. 
Lois may be taken well or 11}, yea, what can: be ſaid. or. done, but | | 
ſome one or other will turn it to an evi meaning, like unto ill | 
the Spider that out of the beſt flowers will ſack ſome- poyſon. | 
But- be you-of-the mind to take-every. thing the beſt way, know- 
"Jing that it is the Devils property to make the worſt of every 
thing. { 
S225 You may be deceived in that which you- have upon your own 

knowledze, becauſe- you cannot- fee the heart: and” meaning of 

'Ithe party,” much more in that which you have by. hear-ſay : 
vl for reports are commonly very faulty, and ſeldom hold' truth 
in every. point ; wherefore Almighty God to: ſhew. 'us an.exam- 
ple- what we ought to do, when the cry of the ſins of Sodom Gen. 1s; 
came up to Heaven, came down to ſee whethey it were true **'*** 
= or not, before he would ſeem to believe it, whereby you learn ts 

'I be flow of belief in hearing the evil of others, 03 2107 

But if you be well aſſured, that: 'another: hath. ſaid or: done 
wrongfully, the wrong, is either to, you; or to others: If a« 
ay. f 29 have wronged you,. you muſt by the Commandment of your Mat. 12. 
3 J Maſter Jeſus: Chriſt, firſt tell the -party of his- fault. ſecretly, * 5 
and charitably ; . if he ſo amend, you, are. ſatisfied.” If he re» 16. 
gard nct your talk, you muft rake one or two with you; and tell 
him of. his fault again in charitable manner ;, and,, then if -he 
$f amend; you muſt reſt contented :. but if he continue in his; *7+ 
fault, you muſt complain to. ſuch as have Authority.to Judge be» 
tween You... | 


40 The Penitent.Confesſjon of 'a\Clergyematn. bh 
1F ene-yrong another,.;and . you be -privy 'to it, /and furl 
it, you-; muſt 'bc careful that; you- wrong neither of - them: 3: beeſ 
cavie they arc both your Neighbours and' Brethren : Thereforef: 
rſt defire_ the: party that: doth the wrong, 'to right it, which if a 
be pars 


he.will not do, you muſt diſcover it, leaſt before God you. 
taker-in the-wrong doing.” 105 1607 1177-379 


| 7-22" "OO 
. I was never. content with that which God gave. me, .but cont], 
nually diſliked my ſtate, murmuring, and caſting out complaints, f. 
envying the proſperityof others, judging them not ſa worthy of it, 
as my ſelf : yea, wiſhing: in my heart I. had their goods, Being pro: 
'** miſed a living, . which 1- could not have till *the death-'of-him that] 
had it, and hath:zt, often. deſired to hear of his death.” 'Where-|l, 
fore by the juſt Judgment of God, he is likely to: hear of my death; 
When I have heard that ſuch and ſuch were in poflibility - of Pre-|j, 
ferment, or had obtained it, I fretted and fumed at it,, becauſe I, 
would have had.it:my ſelf. | | 5; 
. When 1 ſaw a Man have a Wifeof good: condition, I:conld find 
in my heart-td with; him/ dead, and. myſelf' married:to-his Wife, 
And when one married a Wife, whom I liked, I ſtomack'd-it much, 
becauſe I had her not, I have wiſhed a good Servant from one tg 
* another, | 9c ? 
Thus, and many:.ather' ways I. have coveted my Neighbours 
rs, both+to my ſelf.andito others, becauſe I had not Faith: and 
"Chadityio't fit b LINN 10; 1-9 RT 
O alb:Chriſtian, people, hate this'helliſh Covetouſneſs, the-root || 
of. all evil. :: 'Be highly 'content with that which God -giveth-you, | 
and yon get by good means : for that which, you get by ill means 
Gad -"__ not, ' but by the ſufferance of .God, the Devil helpeth 
you to Tt. 2157130 3© | | --231:9G 10 WoL 0 
.''Therefore' with goods well" gotten-quiet your mind, . and be ye- 
ry thankful to God) Covet-not to'he rich, for when a Man'1s-0r 
verijoaded he car hardly Trayel + and you are Travellers paſſing 
thro' this World into Heaven.'- But if you foreſlow- the time till 
Heaven pate be ſhut againſt you, what will all this Worlds good a- 
..-. v. Yall you ?:Your: Body wiuſt to' the Grave; your Soul to Hell; / and 
Mat. 6, Your goods whereupon'you have-beſtowed 'all :your [time, dtudy, 
39, 20,21. ant labour; ' muſt remain. to: whotn you know 'not. Therefore 
have a meaſure in your Worldly cares, 'and as youridear Lord and 
Saviour willeth you, give your minds to grow rich towards'Gad 
laying up Treaſure in Heaven, where it ſhall be ſafely kept till 
you come, and there you ſhall enjoy the ſame for ever. 
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ad The Penitent Confesfion of a Clergj53; a9, 


;-Defire rather-to make ſure unto -your ſelves the Salvation of 


your Souls,. than the gocds: of the B:dy : for look what [you de- 
fire moſt, you will moſt intend. Of the two, it were better to 


nto himſelf the good of his Soul, ſhall have the good of his Bo- 
dy Into the bargain. 

If this, was. ſetled in the hearts of people, they would not. co- 
yet ſo unmeaſurably. This unmeaſurable Covetouſneſs doth ſhew 
that the hearts not right ſet toward God : for ifit were turned to 
bim, It would be thropghly ſufficed with his grace, whether you 
had much or little of worldly goods : Like as the needle in a 
dial will never be quiet untill it be ſet right to the North Star, 
and then it will relt. 

It cannot be, but that a covetous Man is a breaker of this Com- 
mandment, becauſe his heart is in the hand of the Devil, and he 
turneth it whetber he will. 

But many will ſay, ſuch and ſuch have too much, and I have too 
little ; F anſwer, how know you they have too much, and you too 
little. Becauſe they have enough and ſpare, but we want that 
which is' neceſſary : yea, but yet you live. We live indeed, but 
not ſo well, as they that have more. Ah, you do not fare ſo well, 
nar go ſo gay, nor pleaſe your eyes with the ſight of Worldly 
Wealth - If it be the felicity of this World that you look for ; 
take heed leaſt you be one of them to whom Chriſt ſaith, Woe be 
wnto you rich, becauſe you have received your Comfort : that is, you 
have that which you ſought after, Yea, but you will ſay, We have 
it not, Janſwer, God loveth you ſo much the better. Bat you 
will fay, Why doth he not give unto me as well as t» others? A good 
Child reſteth content with that which his Father giveth him. But 
if that reaſon will not ſerve, why do Parents keep Knives from 
little Children? Leaſt they ſhould hurt their Bodies : ſo God keep- 
eth Worldly goods from you, leaſt you ſhould by the ill uſing of 
them harm your own Souls. Do you think that the poor beggar 
Lazarys doth now grieve at the miſery wherein he was, when he 
lay at the rich Mans gate full of ſores, and ready to ſtarve through 
want of food ? No verily : He rejoyceth and praiſeth God for 
his poverty, and for his patience, wherewith he endured the good 
pleaſure of God : knowing that if he had contrariwiſe been rich 
he might have thereby loſt his Salvation, as Dives did. It 1s a 
greater matter to uſe riches well, than moſt people imagine. Elſe 


would not our Saviour have faid, as he did ſay, That it is eaſier for 11a. 10, 


a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, And yet leaſt they to whom God 
G giveth 


,40 


Mat. 6. 


neglect the Body than the Soul ; becauſe he that ſecketh to affare 3?: 


Luk. 6. 
25. 


22z 24z 
25, 26, 
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'**miſed a living, which 1- could not have till *the death-'of him that 
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Mar. 6. 


319, 20,27. anl 1 


in my heart-to wiſh; him| dead, and. myſelf' married to-his Wife, ff; 
And when one married a Wife, whom I liked, I ſtomack'd-it much, I, 
* another, | 


Charity. - -.. 
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The Penitent.Confeson of a Clerg yeman. _ 
1 one wrong another, :agd . you be -privy 'to it, and ;furpg a T 
it, you-:mvuſt 'bc careful that; you- wrong neither »of -them-3\beefſe 
cavſe they arc both your Neighbours and'Brethren :' Therefore = 
rſt deſire the party that..doth the wrong, 'to right it, which if 
he.will not do, you muſt diſcover it, leaſt before God.you.. be pars k 
taker in the-wrong doing,” 10D 607 1152-309 if I-19 


. I was never. content with that which God 'gave. me, .but conti; 
nually difliked my ſtate, murmuring, and caſting out complaints, 
envying the proſperity, of others, judging them not ſa worthy of ith; 
as my felf - yea, wiſhing;in my heart I had their goods, Being pro» 


had it, -and hath:zt, Toften;-deſired to hear of his death. Where- 
fore by the juſt Judgment of God, he is likely to: hear of my death; 
When I have heard that ſuch and ſuch were in peflibility - of Pre- 
ferment, or had obtained it, I fretted and fumed at-it,, becauſe 1 
would have had.it:my ſelf. | | } 97% 

. When 1 ſaw a Man have a Wifeof good condition, could find 


becauſe I had her not, I have wiſhed a good Servant from one to, 


Thus, and many:.ather' ways I. have coveted my Neighbours fſiy 
goods, both-to my ſelf.andito others, becauſe I had not, Faith and 


O alb-Chriſtian. people, hate this'helliſh Covetouſneſs, the-root Uh; 
of all evil. :: Be highly 'content with that which God -giveth--you, Nl; 
and yon get by good means : ifor that which, you get by ill means EI; 
Gad giveth not, ' but by the ſufferance of .God, the Devil helpeth Bc; 
you to Tt. 2 110.30: + | 18? 1d 1 29 

.'Dherefore' with goods well gotten-quiet your mind, . and be ve- lit 
ry thankful 'to God) Covet-nort to'he rich, for when a Man 15-0" Bet 
verJoaded the can hardly Trayel + and! you are Travellers paſſing th 
thro' this World into Heaven. - But if you foreſlow- the time till I 7, 
Heaven pate be ſhut againſt you, what will all this Worlds good a- I 1a 
vail you ?'Your Body whilſt to the Grave, your Soul to Hell; and | w 
> + an whereupon'you have-beſtowed all :your [time, dtudy, Þ| hi 

aboor; ' muſt 'remiain to- whom 'you know 'not. Therefore | p 
have a meafure in your Worldly cares, and as youridear Lordand þ þ, 
Saviour willeth you, give your minds to grow rich towards'Gad, | g 
laying up Treaſure in Heaven, where it ſhall be ſafely kept till I y 
you come, and there you ſhall enjoy the ſame for ever. a 
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| Deſire rather-to make ſure 'unto -your ſelves the Salvation of 
your Souls,- than the goods: of the B:dy : for look what you de- 


fire moſt, you will moſt intend. Of the two, ic were better to Mat. 6. 
neglect the Body than the Soul ; becauſe he that ſecketh to aſfare 5?: 
"onto himſelf the good of his Soul, ſhall have the good of his Bo- 
[dy into the bargain. 


If this, was ſetled in the hearts of people, they would not. co- 
yet ſo unmeaſurably. This unmeaſurable Covetouſneſs doth ſhew 


that the heart.is not right ſet toward God : for ifit were turned to 


bim, it would be throughly ſufficed with his grace, whether you 
had much or little of worldly goods : Like as the needle in a 
dial will never be quiet- untill it be {et right to the North Star, 


Rand then it will relt. 


It cannot be, but that a covetous Man is a breaker of this Com- 
mandment, becauſe his heart is in the hand of the Devil, and he 
turneth it whether he will. 

But many will ſay, ſuch and ſuch have too much, and I have too 
little ; F anſwer, how know you they have too much, and you too 
little. Becauſe they have enovgh and ſpare, but we want that 
which is' neceſſary : yea, but yet you live. We live indeed, but 
not ſo wel], as they that have more. Ah, you do not fare ſo well, 


nor go ſo gay, nor pleaſe your eyes with the ſight of Worldly |  _ 


Wealth - If it be the felicity of this World that you look for ; ,.. 
take heed leaſt you be one of them to whom Chriſt ſaith, Woe be 
into you rich, becauſe you have received yo:wr Comfort : that is, you 
have that which you ſought after, Yea, but you will ſay, We have 
it ot, Janſwer, God loveth you ſo much the better. Bat you 
will fay, Why doth he not give unto me as well as t) others * A good 
Child reſteth content with that which his Father giveth him. But 
if that reaſon will not ſerve, why do Parents keep Knives from 
little Children? Leaſt they ſhould hurt their Bodies : ſo God keep- 
eth Worldly goods from you, leaſt you ſhould by the ill uſing of 
them harm your own Souls. Do you think that the poor beggar 
Lazarus doth now grieve at the miſery wherein he was, when he 
lay at the rich Mans gate full of ſores, and ready to ſtarve through 
want of food ? No verily : He rejoyceth and praiſeth God for 
his poverty, and for his patience, wherewith he endured the good 
pleaſure of God : knowing that if he had contrariwiſe been rich 
he might have thereby loſt his Salyation, as Dives did. It is a 
greater matter to uſe riches well, than moſt people imagine. Elſe 


would not our Saviour have ſaid, as he did ſay, That it s eaſier for 11,1, 10. 

a camel ro go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to en- 22,24, 

ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, And yet leaſt they to whom God 25, 26. 
G 


elveth 
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my with a ſafe Conſcience, your Soul. being firſt. provided tor, ho 
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giveth riches ſhould be'diſcomforted, he told his Diſciples thatF. 
God is able to fave the tich. Whereby you nnderſtand that tof 2" 


he rich, and to be faved, requireth a moſt mighty grace-of God ;| 2? 


for it were a great Miracle to make a-Camel go through a Needles ſuc 
e,C. 
Ail this I fay. to the end that you ſhould not covet-more than you [Hat 
procure tnto. your felf, js 

But ſome ſay, 1 could be:contented with a little were it not for *© 
my Children ; I muſt needs confeſs that it is a godly care to-pro- 
vide for your Children: but let it be without Covetouſneſs. Let 
not your Children be either brought up, or ſetled in the world 
with gocds unconſcionably gotten. from others. It is better for 
rhem to be poorly brought up, and to have bnt little left them; 
Have you not ſeen many whoſe Friends have keft-them much goods, 
fallen into more folly, than they that had little- or nothing le 
them ? But if yon ſay, ſome few get all into their hands, and then 
deal unmercifally with us. Do you believe in God'? Yea, Then 
you muſt throvghly perſwade your ſelf, that heis your-Father, and 
in his-Fatherly care'provideth that for yon, which he well knoweth 
will do you moſt good : notwithſtanding all the Covetovuſneſs and 
Cruelty of this World, yet God, if it pleaſe him, could give 
you plenty - and becauſe he doth not it, appeareth that. he purpo- 
ſeth to puniſh you, Will you therefore be cut of patience, know- 
ing'that woom Ged loveth, he correQeth? Surely I had rather be 
a patient p:or-Man, and God's Child, thana crvel rich Man, and 
God's Red : for common!y the Child ts received into favour, and 
the Red is caſt intothe fire. 

Howſocver the World go, be patient, and ſubmit your ſelf to 
the pleaſure of God, Do not envy, nor. condemn: thoſe that are 
any way i1-more proſperity than yov. For if. youdo fo, ye are 
not in Charity, andif you be not in Charity, Chriſt is netin you, 
bur the Devil. Therefore ſtrive by your patience to poſſeſs your 
own Soul, and by the Holy Ghoſt, contrary to the nature of fleſh 
and 'blocd, be excecding glad, that:you may be one of Chriſts com- 
pany, although in the loweſt degree that may 'be ; yea, the very 
foot : rejoycing et the proſperity of- any other, and ſorrowing in 
their adverſity, as if it were your own. This if you can do, you are 
a Chriſtian indeed ; and aJthovgh you be in low degree upon earth,, 
yet your Lord and Father will highly advance you in the Glory of he 
Heaven. Remeinber what St, James faith, Let a Brother of low de- 
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O that I were a brother of that Heavenly Company ; and my 
'name written in the Book of Life, althovgh it were with conditi- 


.0 on to ſuffer all poſſible miſery in this World. If you fay I give you 
'I ſuch counſel as Icould never take my ſelf, I confeſs it, but you 


would not be in my caſe if you knew it as I do, although you might 
have all the goods of the earth ; for Death and Hell have taken ſure 
hold upon me, and I am ſo hardned in fin, through long cuſtom in 
Wickednefſs, and delay of Repentance, that my Soul 1s ready to 
deſpair of Gods mercy, Therefore while time ſerveth, and while 
grace is offered unto you, make ſure work ; Strive by obeying the 


will of God to enter in at the ſtrait gate; for Chriſt ſaith, Mary 
will ſeek to enter, and ſhall not be able: becauſe they ſeek not till it be 
too late.. This is my ſtate, and therefore I periſh, 

All young people and old, pray daily and devoutly to God, that 
it will, pleaſe him through Jeſus Chriſt to give you the graces 
of Faith, Hope and Charity, that you may cleave faſt unto him 
with full purpoſe of heart, and being ſufficed with that which he 
vouchſafeth- to give you, put him in truſt with Soul and Body, 
:xNuring your ſelyes that he will-not fail you nor forſake you, and 
if his pleaſure be to try your faith-and truft by croſſes and adver- 
ities, rejoyce therein, for his mind is to crownyau therefore in the 
World to:come: Love all Chriſtians as your ' own ſelf, yea, love 
your very Enemies, pray for them, and practice in word and deed 
to be kind unto them, 

By theſe graces you ſhall perform the Kingly law of Liber- 
ty, and ſo he Kings unto God, ruling and reigning over your 
thoughts and affections according to- his pleaſure, being ſet at 
liberty from the Law of ſin, and bondage of the Devil. Almigh- 
ty God, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, fulfill you all with the Holy Ghoſk, 


Amen, Amen. 


your good. 


ple : which curſed qualities poiſoned whatſoever Learning I could 
cet: 

Al Children that go to School, fear God, and pray unto him 
heartily that he will give you the'grace to. ſtand in awe! of his 
Almighty- Majeſty, and to be afraid of diſpleaſing him : for the 
fear of God is the beginning of Wiſdom. All learning without 
the fear of. God, is as a Sword in the hand of' a mad man, likely 
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Now I beſeech all that give your mind unto Book learning, pas Admoni.i- 
tiently to read or hear this laſt part of my confeſſion intended to on to 


young 
Children 


When I went firſt to School, I was full of all ungraciouſneſs, ,5.. .... 
and misbehaved my ſelf to God and my Parents, and to all peo- School. 


Admoni-. 
t10n, to. 
Scholars 
at the U- 
nit rity. 


'F he Penitent Confesſton of « Clergy-man, 
to do much miſchief and no good, Hats- all navghty conditions 
and behaye your ſelves lowly, and gently to' cvexy Man, Woman, 


and Child. Pray often to God, and fay, * 0 Almighty God, theſ 


* piver of all good Learning and true Wiſdom, I ſinful wretch 
« do humbly beſeech thee, that for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
© ſake, thou wilt ſend thine Holy Ghoſt into. mine heart, that 
* may be cleanſed from ſin; and get ſo much Learning and Know- 
© ledge, as may belt fir me to be thy faithful Servant in that ſtate of 
* life, whereunto it ſhall pleaſe thee the to call me. | 
Amen. 

Uſe commonly to: praiſe God in ſome ſuch manner as this, *0 
© moſt bountitul Lord God, I do humbly and heartily thank thee 
© hecauſe thou haſt cauſed my Friends to ſet me to School. Good 
< Lord, I beſeech thee fo to continue, and bleſs me in Learning, 
<that 1 way lezrn todo.my duty t2 thee and to all thy people, in 
* what degree ſoever it ſhall-pleaſe thee to place me :.through Jeſus 
« Chriſt thine only Son, who with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, three 
* Perſons and one:God, be honoured and praiſed, in heart, word, 
«3nd deed, for ever and ever. - - Amey.. 

Follow your Schooling diligently, and if it pleaſe God to give 
you the gift to learn; beglad; and. give him thanks therefore, but 
be not proud of it : for if pride enter into your heart, it will-puft 
you up like a Bladder, and altho' you prove marvelouſly Learned, 
yet in the end you ſhall be nothing but Wind. AU Scholars take 
heed of pride: for it will make you like the Devil, and hateful be- 
fore-God. | | ; | 

When you are allowed to-play, then. play :. for it is heathful to 
{tir:your bodies : Prattife no- baſe and lewd paſtime, but exerciſe 
your ſelves'in ſome honeſt Tport,which may bring, you into ſtzength 
and a\2tlity. | 

At no time let any bad or beaſtly word come out of thy mouth, 

lightnor in vain talk, mocking, or ſcorning : for. all ſuch things 


- #re very ditplealing unto God. 


L went to the: Univerſity very raw :. for I had few grounds. of 
Grammar, and none of Grace, Therefore I ſpent much time ia 


getting little learning ; but all manner of vice in me grew up and 


abounded. I was vain minded, proud hearted, buſiheaded, -and 
full of- a bitter, peevifh, contentious. ſpirit. Being poor -I found 
great-friendſhip, and had good allowance of many. ;; but I-was. ſin- 
gularly negligent and.unthankful unto. them. My ſtudy was to 
make great ſhew -of a little Learning, and therefore 1 ſought. af- 
ter ige choice Words, When I diſputed with any, I wasdeſirous 
ro: 
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The Penitent Confesſion of a Clegj-man. 


to diſmay them with reproaches, inſtead of reaſons ; and to that 
end 1 had a written phraſe-book ſtuffed: with taunting and biting 
ſpeeches. | 

All Scholars that go to any Univerſity, take warning by me. : 
Be careful to come thither well grounded in Learning and Ver- 
tue:. Give your ſelves to be ſober, humble, quier, mild, and 
preaceable. Be diligent in your bulineſs, datiful to all people, 
very thankful to your Friends. Theſe vertues will make:you-gra- 
cious in the ſight of God, Angels, and Men, Be more careful 
to get ſcund Learning, for good uſe, then ſtand upon the ſhew 
of Knowledge : for it is a vain-glorious folly. Hunt not af- 
ter curious minion' terms, whereof cometh no good ; but ſpeak: 
and write plain ordinary words ; for they that would ſeem- 
t) be word-wiſe, are of Grave and Learned Men accounted un- * 
wiſe. | 

Pride and Envy are properties of the Devil. and of all o- 
ther ſins moſt ready to wait upon Seholars : Therefore take 
great hced of them : If yoa be proud, you are Zrcifer, high in 
your own conceir, and therefore ſhall be brought low even- 
down into Hell. If you envy the Learning, Eſtimation, and 
Proſperity of others, you- are Satan, .an Enemy to the gifts of- 
Gods grace. 

Do never diſpraiſe any, nor quip any in your Orations and 
Speeches : for it ſheweth bitterneſs, which is very bad in a Schol- 
ler. When you argue or diſpute publickly, or privately, fear 
God, and ſhun ſnarling, reproaching, -and all furious - behaviour. 
Let your reaſoning be, as in the hearing and ſeeing of .God, and 
Angels, calm, amiable, ſweet, and ſober. Wheanſoever you pre- 
pare any Oration, Diſputation, or exerciſe of Learning, firſt hum-. 
ble your ſelf before God, craving his mercy and grace ; that you 
may ſo perform it, as beſt becometh a Chriſtian Scholer 
thereby to be fitted. for the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt in the Church, 
or Commonwealth. | | t 

If any ſin reign in you, ſtrive by all means to-ſubdue it : for 
where ſin reigneth, there the Deyil dwelleth, and the-end of that 
Man will be naught; 


When I had gotten. a ſhaddow and- outſide of: Learning, I left: Admoni- 
the Univerſity, and took upon me tobe a School-maſter; God for--" _ 
give me-; I was a, bad one:. for how could I frame Children- to- -v-0y ach 


godly Learning, being ungodly and ill Learned, 


Enne., 


£6 


The Peritenl Confesfion of a Clergy-man. , 
1 undertook to teach more than I had Learned my ſelf, I was 


new-fangled. and negligent in teaching; and yet tired -and dulled I 


my Scholers, by keeping them too long at their Books, - and by 
fierce correQion, and cruel beating of them. 

O ye <Echool-maiters, I pray you for the reverence of God 
be well adviſed - The Schooling of Children is the Nurcery of 
Chriſtians : Therefore you ought to be. Learned and Ver- 
'tnovs, that you may trairſ your Scholars to'be the Diſciples'df 


'Chrilt. 


The Devil will pratice to make you his under School-maſters, 
that you may fit your Scholars to be his Servants. | 

To prevent this danger, you cannot be too careful of your be- 
haviour every way. 


Take no more upon you than you know your ſelf able, by the 


grace of God, to perform : follow the common way af teaching 
Commanded by Authority. 

It is to be wiſhed that the Grammar for the Latin Tongue, 
were one whole Book, the Rules in Engliſh, the Examples in 
Latin. | 

Teach your Scholars their leſſons very. leiſurely, and plainly; 
hear them their leſſons mildly and - patiently, corre&t them for 
their faults mercifully and ſparingly. What man fearing God, 
can find in his heart to play the Tyrant among Gods tender Chil- 


dren, reviling, buſfeting, ſtriking, ſcourging, and terrifying them 
with thundering ſpeeches, as if they were Dogs, yea, Limbs 


of the Devil, no man can with. a ſafe Conſcience ſo curſedly 
uſe a Beaſt, as I in word and deed have uſed my Scholars 
I pray God forgive me, and grant that no School-maſter offen 
in that point. 

Think with your ſelves how hateful ſuch rigorons uſage is to 
God, and his Holy Angels, who have the charge of Children. 

Frame your Scholars by all means to fear God, and to pleaſe 
him : and then aſſure your ſelves that over and above what- 
ſoever their Fathers and Friends give unto you, he will give you 
a rich reward. 

It is not good to hold Children too hard, or too long at their 
Books : for their Wits are tender, and therefore ought to be 
gently uſed and' often refreſhed. Onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt bleſs 
all School-maſters, that they may know, and do their duties 
to the continual increaſe of right Chriſtian Learning. Armen. 


I Pre- 


, _ 
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that is, a Soul-keeper, and a Soul-feeder almoſt twelve years : 
Jeſus Chriſt forgive me. I took upon me to Preach, neither 
underſtanding the Word of God, nor endued with the power 


of Godlineſs, Therefore I. have endangered the Salvation of 


many People, even as an ignorant -and unhoneſt Phyſician doth 
hazzard the bodily Life of them that take Phyſick by his ap- 
pointment. : 

Although Water in the ſpring head be pure and wholeſome, 
yet if it be carried from thence in an unclean and poiſoned Veſ- 
fel, who can drink it without danger ? The Word of God is 


je Jin it ſelf moſt pure and wholeſome, but my preaching hath de- 


filed it with ignorance, -and with the wicked infeQtion of pride, 
Envy, Wrath, Covetoulſneſs, and all Sins, every vice upon occa-: 
ſion putting it ſelf into my Sermons. Moreover, .if 1 preached 
any thing according to the Word of God, I utterly unpreach- 
ed and'denied it in my Life and Conyerſation. Alas, how ma- 
ny Souls may juſtly chalenge 'me before the face of Jeſus Chriſt 
tor giving cauſe:of 'their damnation ; I cannot ſay, upon my Con- 
ſcience, that in all this time:wherein I have taken upon me to be- 
a Miniſter ; I have done my duty, ſo much as to the ſiving of 
one Soul. A true Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould /be a means to turn- 
all evil: from his Sheep, and to procure all. bleſſings unto them- 
But I contrarily have 'beeg a means to -turn Bleſſmys from them, 
and .to 'bring miſery upon them. It had been better for me 
to -have gotten my living by 'begging from door to door ; yea, 
leſs had been my fin, if I had lived by ſtealing and robbing : 
for the that is a Miniſter and doth not diſcharge his duty, is 
a Thief and a Robber in the higheſt degree - becauſe he :rob- 
beth God of his People, and robbeth people of their Salva-- 
tion. How is it poſlible for me to eſcape the Vengeance of 
Hell Fire ? | : 

All you that purpoſe to be Miniſters in the Church, for Chriſt's 
fake, take warning by me. Before you enter into the Miniftery, 
examine your heart according to your Conſcience in the ſight:of 
God ; what moveth you to be Miniſter ? and what you priney-- 
pally. deſire and intend ? for look what yon mind, that:you will 
follow, and to compaſs the ſame, negle& all other things. There - 
fore if you- perceive that your mind is chiefly ſet upon worldly 
pain, -or glory, take no Sonls to keep :*for you will let 'them fink 


or. frim.-/ and notwithſtanding what ſhew ſoever you make, _ 
Wl 
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IPreſumed with all mine abominable vices to enter into: the Almoni- 
Holy Miniftery, and have been a profeſſed Miniſter of Chriſt ; £122 foMt- 


2 nilters. 


 &o chiefly aim at theglory. of Chriſt in the Salvation::6 


: rifie God, in following his example. 


Math. 14 


Col. 2.23, 


-people the way of Salvation out of his Word. Therefore in 
-nnderſtanding and expounding the Holy Bible, now the conſent 
of Ancient and Modern Writers, and thoſe eſpecially who are 


moſt reſpe& them that fear him, and 
ledge of his will, Others, tho* they ſeem exceedingly Learned, 
yet they are full of errors, becauſe the ſpirit of deceit hath pow- 
-er in them. Therefore take heed. | 

: * Deſire not to be ſingular, nor to differ from others : for it is a 
- fign. of a naughty ſpirit, which hath cauſed. much evil -in the 
'world:from the beginning. Teach people that which doth neceſ- | 
- farily:cancern their Salvation : for it is a temptation of the Devil 
0" buſie folks minds with by-matter, that they may negle& the 


T. 
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itians, yen ze the bleſſed of the Lord : God increaſe-thenuelli7; 
her of you, for you will not ſtick to looſe any Worldly:Comf* 
modity, yea, your own Life, rather than hazard the loſs of oneÞ*. 
Soul. Enter therefore in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, But before? 
ycn take a charge of Souls vpon you, give all diligence that yon 
mzy havea good underſtanding .in the Word of God, and that 
the power of Godlineſs may be in your Life and Coverſation: 
for if the Þlind lead the blind, they fall both into the ditch; 
which is graccleſs, that having ſight dolead the blind out of the 
way ; becauſe the blind will follow their Leader. The peoples 
eyes are not eaſily opened until the light of their Miniſter do'fo 
ſhine before them, that: they may fee his good Works and glo» 
O happy is that Miniſter 
that ever he was born, who before he undertaketh a charge of 
Souls, hath the Graceto overcome the Temptations of Satan, as 
Chriſt did. 

Being made a Miniſter, and having a charge of Souls, bear 
always in mind, that you muſt be anſwerable to Chritt for eyc- 
ry one of them, So that whatſoever a Miniſter might poſſibly 
do to ſave them, you ſhall dearly abid it, if: you perform - it not 
This moved St. Pax! to warn every one, and teach every one 
in all Wiſdom, that he might preſent every one perfet in Chriſt 
Jeſus. | 
Therefore yon knowing the terribleneſs of the Lord, muft 
approve your felf unto God, and to every Conſcience of Man, 
Woman, and Child in the fight of God, carefully and diſcreet-f 
Jy waiting upon your charge, that you may give to every one 
their portion of meat in due time. You muſt truly teach Gods 


reported to have lived an holy Life, for God in all ages doth 
they have the better know- 


maln 


4 >. 


FT 
= 


one! faight, if peoples underſtanding were ripenened to hear it. There 


[Wear to beat back or keep of an Enemy, ſo ought a Miniſter to 


|— "NIE © nies > ORG 7 io 


”—_ 54 = __ ys | 
— fesfion of '@ | 
me iy Se * N | 


Ework of-faving their Souls.” A Miniſter ought diligettly 
wake Particular knowledge of his charge. : who. be. young . in 
inc erſtanding ; who be ripe in diſcretion ; who be ſick in fin;and 
rho 'be ſound in ſoul; that he may accordingly diet them. © Much 
yreaching and- teaching doth net take: that good effe& which it 


ia certain teaching called the Artillery of God's Word, becauſe 
even as a Soul makes uſe of the moſt effectnal Inſtruments of 


make- uſe of - the Threats and Promiſes of the Goſpel to ſet a Heb. 5.12. 
Chriſtian right in the great work of Religion before he can well [ 
proceed in the underſtanding and praiſe of Gods word. I have | 
| 
| 


tound many people, that ſeemed to be much. delighted in hearing 
the word of God preached, yet notwithſtanding ſtrangely igno- 
ratt”inithe foundation of Faith. .'-As for example, -they did be- 
lieve inthe Son of 'God, and:yet didnot think that he was in time 
before! the Virgin ary. How is it poſlible, that people ſhould 
be ignorant of ſach points, commonly Preached and Printed ? Be- 
cauſe they are not inſtructed orderly, pithily, and plainly : or- 
derly,-as Children are taught to read : pithily, for many words 
and toilſome circumſtances 'do bring an ignorant hearer into a 
wood, where he looſeth himſelf : : plainly, for terms of art, and 
fine Eloquence are not ſutable to the goſpel of Chriſt ; becauſe 
in darkiniug the underſtanding of ſome, and tickling the ears of | c,. ... - 
others, they hinder the working of the matter, Fie upon all vain 
glorious ſhews : for the Kingdom of God is not in word, but in | 4 


Power. 


will judge all people according to their works, an{werable ta-the 27. 


own deſerts, ff 


If -you do not ſo teach the will of God, that the very ignorant ; 
may well underſtand it, and keepit in rememberance, what anſwer FP. 
can you make to Jeſus Ghriſt, when he calleth you to a reckon- 4 
ing ? Fant 45 
h Akboogh a Scholar be taught to know his Letters, yet many fx I 
times-he is not well inſtructed to ſpell them together : Sothe foun- /* 7 
dation points of Religion may be tanght, and yet not put well to- (bai; $6 4. * 
gether : for Example, Chriſtians are juſtified by Faith in Jeſug2# © - 752} 
Chriſt, without the works of the Law. This is one point. -Chrilar. 16 feet. 
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praQice of their lives. This is another point. Now unleſstheſe 7 Core. 5- 8 
two'points be rightly joyned together, the Devil will make ome *%@.2>.3 
ntterly neglcct works,and others altogether to preſume upon Their Wh: 


ÞZJuſtz- 


© Juſtifjing Faith is. the gift of God, and -beingeth forth: gg 
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works, wherevy true: Chritians are juſtified-at. the:day; of - Judy 
- The .Capacity. of. peaple- is like \unta-a+ ſivall battle with; 
narrow mouth, it+ you; pour; uy Wine haſtily; : you ſhall :{pi 
much heſide, and. if you: do exceed their meaſure they: wi 
Tun. over : No work or imployment In the:: World: doth. re 
quire more careful. dillgence;, than. the: Office of a Miniſter. | 
\- Altho? you: teach, and\preach; very much, and. in'plain words 
yet yaur Sheep wil fpecially regard; your pratice of kife,. becaul 
their nature. ts to be led, rather than to be diiven;;' ect 
I] would Þ had preached-tefs in words, and more in works 
Your Coaverſation muſt be every way. {quare to your profeſs 
on < ſor yau cannot £5 muck as. ſpeak a word: in jeſt, but. i 
ſhall. be heededt and conſidered. .: Yea, i6 tbere; be any. il} word, 
ſpoken in. your. hearing; people will. mark how you take it; | Be 
lieve me- upan. mine experience-; if there be gapps;in your: Con: 
verſation, your Sheep: will thereby run aut; from Chriſt ; yea, 
they. will boldly make gapps. themſelves, preſiuming that they 
may. with as. Ettle danger fin un; one. kind, as you in another 
- When: F. as a1Curate entred- into a.charge: of: Souls, the peo 
at the firſt had ſuch a, reverent opinion of me; by reaſon of mine 
earneſt plainneſs: in_ preaching, that they were very careful leaſt! 
ſhould fee any. fault in their behaviour ; but afterward when they 
perceived that-the praftife of my Lite was not according to: my 
Preaching, ticy grew #1 a: manner: careleſs what they faid: of 
what they did : whereas if I had not loſt that firſt reputation, 1 
think-ini my Conſcience, that many, yea, moſt of them would hay 
amended their ways. 
A Miniſter ovght to. be' Grave and! Mild, Gravity witho 
Mildneſs is Surlines, and MildneG without Gravity is Light- 
nels. | | | 
Jacond, Jeſting, and Scoffting behaviour doth not-become:a Mb 
- Hilber, for he is the: Meſſenger of: God, and weighty is his Mef 
ſage. | - 
Fes a. trne faying, That tao much familiarity breeds comempt ; and 
ſo. I have always found ir. T herefore uſe to retire your lf, 
and be no co:mmon Company keeper - for howſoeyer you may 


Which is much grounded: upon a reverent: eſtimation, will be by 
Company. keeping many ways.diminiſhed. The appearance of & 
ny vice in a Miniſter doth difable his Miniſtery ; (hecially Pride 
and Covetouſneſe. It. were. to be. wiſhed that Miniſters would 
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in they Apparel, and Geſture, vſeDecency, ſhunning :all Vaoity: 1 
and Bravezyy.whereby the humbleneſs and meckneG of Jeſus Chriſt 40 
might be ſeen in them. _ Ke TT "ni 
. You'that reach dthiers to be content with that whith-cheplavre” Po ER 
m_ to ſhew your ſelves free from filthy Covetouſiteſs: _ 
Keep- always. within compaſs' of your maintenance, that you 
may be before hand ; elſe you fhall ran into many inconveniences :- 
for firſt-you ſball by: want be forced to looſe your liberty: for, as 42 : 
Solomon faith, 'The bovromey is a ſervant to the lender © Then much | 1 
more is the receiver ſervant to the giver. An Heathen 'Man S 
ſaid truly. He that raketh a gift looſeth his liberty. Who hath more- | 
cauſe to: keep himſelf free than. a Miniſter ? for if he be enga- 
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